








youth peace organising arranged 
my crossing from the Palestinian 
side. There are two French people 
also trying to exit. Our passports 
are stamped immediately and 
we sit in the Palestinian terminal 
with five Hamas security for 
several hours waiting for the 
other side. They keep assuring us 
that the Egyptians have agreed 
that we can cross, they just told 
us to wait. The clock ticks over. 
At 6 they get out some phone 
numbers and tell us to call them 
– some Egyptian bureaucrats, too 
late for them to help. 6.30pm 
the borders will not open, our 
exit-stamps are canceled, we 
return to Gaza city hungry, 
frustrated and enraged by the 
Egyptian’s abuse of power & 
process. Perhaps a very minute 
taste of what its like for a Gazan. 
My host mother laughs and tells 
me again that I shouldn’t leave. 

The next day I have more luck. 
The French embassy in Egypt 
applies pressure, we all pass in 
less than 3 hours despite a couple 
of hiccups by way of my non-
French presence. The Australian 
embassy does nothing despite 
my repeated requests and report 
me to the embassy in Israel 
who call after I’m through and 
tell me I shouldn’t have gone to 
Gaza, never to go back “because, 
because, [thinking of PC reason] 
because you might get stuck 
there for a very long time.”

Finally I get back home to Jaffa, 
exhausted from the circular 

journey that took a day and 
half to travel 60km as the crow 
flies. I work up the courage 
to call my family, tell them 
I’m back and explain where I 
was for the last week. This is 
the hardest part. Harder than 
listening and seeing whats going 
on over there, its explaining it to 
people here. And people I want 
to maintain relationships with. I 
visit for dinner, my aunt tells me 
“next time you go there instead 
of building playgrounds you 
should ask them to apologise for 
the cracks in my wall from the 
qassams”. I’m horrified. Stunned, 
I do nothing. I think to myself - 
maybe with time, maybe they’ll 
agree to look at my photos, 
maybe they’ll see my Gazan 
friends through facebook, maybe 
they’ll feel – even for a moment 
– their humanity.

I chat with a friend from Gaza 
that night and tell him about 
what my family said, he replies 
- with “1450 killed, and 4 700 
injured, and for all houses that 
were destroyed, we need more 
than sorry.” 

Dabka, Children’s Centre. Gaza. 
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Alternative 
Mediaupsidedownworld.org

Upside Down World is an 
online magazine covering 
activism and politics in Latin 
America. Made up of work from 
writers, activists, artists and 
regular citizens from around 
the globe, Upside Down World 
seeks to provide an alternative 
resource for information about 
the achievements and challenges 
of “Latin American social 
movements and governments 
that have refused to prostrate 
themselves to the interests of 
corporate globalization.”

rollbacktheintervention.wordpress.com
The Rollback the Intervention site provides 
information on the actions of the The Intervention 
Rollback Action Group, a group of volunteers from 
community groups and organisations who meet 
regularly to discuss issues that arise from the impact 
of the Northern Territory Intervention. The group 
supports individuals and community groups to deal 
with those issues and take appropriate action. The 
website has ways to get involved in the campaign.

3rd Degree RadioThe 3rd Degree is a community radio show covering 
environmental and social justice issues.Podcasts of past episodes can be found at climateradio.
blogspot.com
The 3rd Degree is broadcasted all across Sydney on 
Thursday mornings 9-9.30 am on 2SER 107.3FM, and live 
online at 2ser.com

engagemedia.org

EngageMedia is an in
dependent 

online video
 sharing and

 

uploading sit
e focused on

 social 

justice and e
nvironmental issues 

in the Asia-Pacific. EngageMedia 

works with independ
ent 

filmmakers, video 
activists, 

technologists
, campaigners and

 

social movements, as well as 

provides sup
port for free

 and 

open media technol
ogies.
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Barrick Gold in Papua New Guinea
On the 27th April soldiers and police burned down more than 300 
homes as part of a forced eviction operation in Enga Province, Papua 
New Guinea, an area leased from locals by Barrick Golds Porgera 
Joint Venture mine. Police allege people living in these homes were 
squatters responsible for illegal mining. Over 1000 people have 
been left homeless without alternative accommodation. PNGs Security 
Minister has reportedly attempted to extend the police deployment 
in the province for a longer period. The Australian Government, a 
major source of funding for the PNG government, has declined calls 
by villagers to intervene.
For more info www.protestbarrick.net
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UtORVi7GybY

Repression of Protestors in Peru
For two months more than 30 000 indigenous inhabitants of different 
provinces of the Amazon and the Highlands in Peru have protested 
exploitation of natural resources by government and corporations. On 
May 9 a state of emergency in seven provinces was called, meaning 
“the constitutionally provisions on freedom and security of persons 
and the immunity of accommodation are temporarily suspended, 
and that there is a ban on gathering”. On June 5 between 30 and 
84 deaths have been reported when security forces, firing from 
helicopters on protestors armed with spears, tried to break up a 
roadblock.
Taken from http://upsidedownworld.org/main/content/view/1896/1/

Autonomous and social justice camps popping up everywhere! 
This year social justice, environmental and autonomous conferences 
and camps are popping up everywhere. Climate Camps, challenging the 
root causes of climate change are to be held in South Australia, 
New South Wales, Western Australia, Aotearoa, Denmark, Finland, 
Netherlands/Belgium, France, Wales/Cymru, England, Ireland and 
Germany. The anarchist camp in Switzerland and the CrimethInc. 
convergence in the U.S. aim to allow the “possibility to try and 
live our ideas from a domination-free life and try and develop 
them”. The CrimethInc. collective see opportunities in the economic 
downturn in urban centres, with the conference attempting to open 
up spaces “that could become new sites of autonomy and struggle”. 
Sometime this year the annual queercore festival Queeruption is 
planned. 

news from
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over the sea

Protest In Palestine
In Bil’in, Palestine, weekly non violent protests have been held 
against a wall that has been built between the village and its 

farmlands, as part of the Israeli Gaza Strip Barrier and Israeli 
West Bank barrier. Farmers are concerned their crops will die due 

to the inconsistent and slow permit system that is supposed to 
allow land access. In June one hundred and sixty Palestinians and 

Israelis marched to a gate at the wall and attempted to engage 
with the soldiers, as well as chanting and calling upon the 

soldiers not to shoot. Demonstrating escalating state repression, 
the soldiers fired countless tear gas canisters and rubber-coated 

bullets, forcing most of the demonstrators to fall back. The 
action was supported by Anarchists Against The Wall, from which 
a member described the wall as “one of the greatest threats the 

Palestinian population has known over the last century.”
For further info: http://www.ainfos.ca/ainfos14432.html

Columbian State Murders
Two teacher trade unionists have been assassinated within days 

of each other in the conflict-ridden Colombian region of Arauca. 
The Columbian state continues its policy of targeting trade 

unionists, Indigenous people and social movement activists. Both 
victims, one of whom was shot dead in the classroom where he 

worked, were members of the ASEDAR trade union.
Since early 2007 over a hundred trade unionists have been killed. 

Justice for Colombia will shortly be publishing a comprehensive 

chart of all of the trade unionists murdered in the country since 
early 2007 – a number which is now well 

over the one hundred mark.

www.justiceforcolombia.org
http://upsidedownworld.org/main/content/ 

view/1625/
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Submit To Germinate
The deadline for submitting to the 
next edition is 1st December. 

We want articles, thoughts, 
letters to the editor, stories, 
poems, art, prose and more.

Send submissions to
 anikant@gmail.com

This edition of Germinate was sponsored by:

The Sydney Energy Co-Operative

Climate Action Newcastle

Student Environment Activist Network

Newcastle University Student Association Environment Collective

Western Australian Student Environment Network
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