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Are you committed to a greener, more
sustainable future?

How about seeing action on obvious
environmental issues?

Or are you just looking for a wealth of
information to start getting involved?

Whatever the reason,
Students of Sustainability 2012 is for you!

Hosted in the regional city of Bendigo on the La Trobe

University grounds, Students of Sustalnabllity 2012 will

be an unique experience, The La Trobe University backs

onto the local Box Ironbark forest to provide a relaxed
and engaging environment.

Come be a part of this student-run environmental
conference that provides an open forum for all who are
concerned.

Location: Bendigo - La Trobe University
Dates: 4th - 8th July, 2012

www.studentsofsustainability.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Students-of-Sustainablity/142897342446549%refwts
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Germinale News Australia.

| VICTORIA |

East Gippsland  Ac-
tions
17 Mo il

Imviranmerdal  ac
VIS staged Selans  n
ol growdh Forests im o=t
Lispprlam] profecing impaor-
tam refugin habitxds for en-
damgersl  speoes Lopzing
pperations oo Survey Kd om
the Lrritndes Plaican were
habied by a treessin antached
ti A fopeiee machines an
suspended 40 metres up in
1 Tre canopy,

Mz Anmeliz Yimng,
spabesperaim lor The comiser-
vutiomists of ithe Giogngersh
Enviremmcnt Centre (000
el “In i foce of recemnd
Faillica povermment ik
o wenken the Floma orsd
Fmine {iumrantes Acl, conis
servanionisis have npain k-
en their message e logging
ciles where impontant  wild-
lile hzhbital confirmes o e
|||Jr||;|.‘|,| fiie |l.-|||'\|,l|_'|'|l|'|-\."

Moy dnfo:  wwws
psiigzeradi, o i E e

Crecupy melbourne
20 0k 20001
After (be hroanl evie-
len Do the Ty Sguare,
[N 150 profesiors e- 1 [ £
tarmed dicfimntly e the CHD .. lalllance. -
for o mlly that wes called
willy 12 b= potice. This
wis  lolhwaed o Ogiober
29k by 0 re-oocupation of
the Sinie Library
uccapymeihoarne.ong

||ii|'| corbies aree s ra |'|I|J,.-1;|'n.lg e teimery arnd pen, Afove
Wwrnp Foresr fwilirkr renlly. Plaro e Gormy Geargaros
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WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Save Warrup
20 Dec 2011
Bridgetown-Gireen-
bushes Friends of the Forest
(BGEF) are worried that the
end s near for Warmap Forest
BOFF coordmated a Warmup
Forest twilighs rally and in-
formatzon tour on Saturday,
10 Precember. 70 people en-
alesced ot the old Brxdgetown
raifway station and then hy o
bus and car pools went mlo
Warrup for the twalighe event
Moee infir check out
wWwwsavewimup.com

Yindjibarndi cameras
blocked for “safety”

reasons
25 Nov 2011

Yindjibamdi  elders
travelled to Fortescue Metals
Sotomon Project mining site,
approxemately 60 km north
of the wewn of Tom Price in
the central Pilbara regson 1o
check on the salety of sacred
sites 1o the path of FMG's
massive  blasting  program,
Wiwen they arrived they were
blocked from entering the
sate with cameras for “safety
reasoas”,

Michasel  Woodley,
CEO of Yindjibamdi Ab-
otgimal Corporation, argues
that I'MG has atempted to
ek the Yisxlpbamdi People
imto signing a lan use agree-
ment that s grossly below in-
dustry standards, and which
will rob present and future
Yindjibarmdli  generations of
meaningiul neome 10 retum
for the compulsory sacrifice

of lands underpinning their
culture and traditions.

Moee infoc  yindji-
barmdi.org. awyindjibarndi

Court rules James
Price land grab in-

valid
6 Dec 2011

The WA Supreme
Court ruled thar kBand acqui-
sibon notices issued by the
WA government over lamnd a
James Price Point are mvalid.

The Court’s decision
means that Woadside does
not have secure ao0ess 1o the
site where o wunts to baild
a S30Malhion gas hub. Thes is
u big setback for Waoodsede
and the other projgect propo-
nents, und is likely s delay
the  project  significantly,
However dospate the Court’s
scathing decision, Woodside
and the WA government m-
tennd Lo resubmil seguisition
notices 10 continue with the
comstruction of the destrue-

Live zas bub.
More info go o sa-
vethekimberley.com

QUEENSLAND

How to use a bikelock
to save the Great
Barrier Reef - pro-
test halts Gladstone
dredging
1A Nay 211

Derec Davies wsed o
Imeyele U loek to anach him-
self 1o a dredger in Gladstone
Harbour, The darecs action
wats tuken o protect the Great
Barrier Reel against the de-
velopment of Gladstone hare
bour {Cunis Islamd) Hguelesd
maturnl gas facilites to export
Coal Scam Gas

Fshermun and  ene
vironmentalists  angue  that
dredging of the Gladstone
larbour is cousing turbidity
in the water and illness of
fish, effectively closing down

Abuve: Cowet rides James Price Lid geah invalld. Plvore by
The Wilderness Sociery:
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Top: Bamner seveal. Phota by Chris Niblent, Above: Conper
Creeh. Photo by Bill Dovle,

the local fishing industry
They argue that development
1 endangering the World
Heritage siatus of the Great
Rarrser Reef,

Queensland Lake
Evre Basin rivers pro-
tected

In & momentows win
for Australinn conservation,
the mighty rivers of western
Queenskand’s Lake Lyre Ha
sin - Cooper Uneek, Georgina
oiver and Diamanting rives
« have been protected under
Queenshand’s Wild  Rivers
ALl

4.5 million hectares
now [all within special bafler
zones arounsd majoe water-
courses, lakes, wetlands and
floodplains,  within - which
siap mining, irmgaled agn-
culmre and other dostrucnive
industal activities can no
loager occur.

For more inlo go 1o
wildeivers.oog.an
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NSW

Xstrata Ulan required
to offset greenhouse

gas emissions
1S Dee 2011

In o landmark judpe-
menl comerning  chimsie
change, o judge in the NSW
Lam] and Environment Coant
has  given  comditional  ap-
proval for the expansson of
the Nstrura Ulan coal mime
neatr Mudgeo in Central west-
ern New South Wales based
on the mine offscttimg all of
105 rcendinse gos emisskns
pencrated m mining the coal.

The Hunter Envirom-
mental Lobby  beought the
uppeal apainst the S1.2 Bil-
Bow Ulan West project basex]
upon ats Joog eem impast of
exacerbating  global anthro-
pogenie climate change, &
well o dumage 10 grourxds
witter systeins and clearing of
eritically endangered vegela-
Loy commumitics. The mane
expansson propasal includes
1 239 bxvtare open cul nune
and upprosimately 23 square
kilometres  of  additiooal
longwall mining.

Occupy Svdney
New Years Eve 2011
Banners
dropped Crom several wooe-
cupied buildings in the Syd-
ney CBD area and ¢ontinaxd
hanging into the new year,

Wwere

The activists” objecive was
o draw atenton to the un-
just and Jestructive mnpost
of state provected ghobalised
captalisin,

The

banmners

comtert of the

made relereme o

Tor: Provest agatnst Nsovang Ulan cold o
L. CAB. (Al cops v
Fears Revodweton: Deserny copi-

Svefreey: dvarreser aberypr, Bavimers rvend

hassoveds) ™ amd N2 A New

wn! before § destroys ws wll

a range of issues thar refleer
local interpretations of the
mlermational mosvemen,
meluding Abonginal sover-
cranty, coal seam 2as, hous-
g aceess and aftordabalay,
the trestment ol refisgecs,
sacial inequality, and police
brutufity.

NMnee e accupation
of Martin Place hegan in Oc-
tober, occupicrs have faced
approximately 70 arrests, 35

&$

dhove, (v

charzes and 50 Nines (a5 of
Tanuary 3)
occupy sydeey.onge i

Sydney Opera House

banner drop protests

Harvey Norman for-

est destruction

9t 2000
Five environmental

ACHVIES wore armestad  ves-

terdlay for chimbang the Opera
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House and draping a basmer
o one af the sails peotesting
Retaider Hamvey  Norman's
participatton i Australian
native forest destruerion, The
barmer read “No Flarvey No!
Stop selling Anssie forest de-
struchion!™ and was part of
o phobal 24 hours of action
targeting the Harvey Norman
hosiess with moee than 30
actions taking place in Ause
el i and sevenal pvenseis,
thelasistind.onzan

TASMANIA

Still Wild Still Threat-

ened
R Doc 2011

A proup of native
Tesmanian animals including
Tasmanian devils and quolls
moved into the Harvey Noe
san stoees (o Hoburt,

Fight  conservation.
iss from Sull Wikl Sab
Threatened ratesting at the
store caldedd for Harvey Noe-
man 1o slop soarcing native
orest products. One protestor
dressed us o Swifi Parrot has
clunbed a light post outside
the store, displaying o ban-
ner reading  “Stop selling
native animal abitat,” Inside
the store guolls and a tasma-
nian devil reclabmed fumi-
ture made oul ol theer native
habvitas,

Moce info: wwwstill-
wildstilitheeatenad.org — and
wiwww thelsststand. oeg.au

Top righe: Banner drop on the
Syibey Opaeriy Howso. Bovrom
righe: Action at Harvey Nar
it Stove i fHledany

Observer Tree
14 Dec 2011

Conservationst M-
randa  Cubsan  established
herself in the OhserverTree, o
platfoem situsted o above
the groundt m an old-growth
Focalypis Delegatensis tree,
in the heart ol Tasmania’s
southern  forests. Miranda’s
upper canopy home is o tree
under Emminent threat, o
firest due 1o be logped any
day now, She has vowed to
stay thore uniil the forest i
protected,

The tree top pladfiorm
I fully cquipped with the
technilogy lo commumicate
to the world, Miranda posts a

daily blog abour life m a ree
sil. commentary oo the stte
of the forest negotintions,
updates on flora aed Gaana
moairaring and video feotage
froem the tree sit,

Read the blog here:
www.abservernte.ong
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26th - 28th January
40 Years of the Aboriginal
Tent Embassy

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Corroborss for Siveragnty -
Sacred Fre Ceremanial Gatharing.
Aboriging Tent Emtassy, Canbera

11t -12th February 15 - 29 February
Big Solar Boot Camg, Weld Echo exhibition
Port hacking river, (Cpening night Friday
Sydney 17th Feb)

The Long Gallery, Salamgnon
Arts Cenbs Hobart, www,
huon.org

100pereant g au
mnlm‘.t:«g—scdsr-hxt-can-p

1 May
17 Aprl ,
May Day: International
national Day of
Ladechiial Workers Day

Farmers Struggle

WA mEyWeek a ca

waww virusisask comida

48 July 1420
Students of Sustainabilty The Lizards Revenge-Music/
Conferencat art Festival . i

La Trobe Uni Bendigo Vie ? Liberahon Front,

WWW sludenicg lsustsingg ity o

Roaty Dewns g2les of hal, South
] Austraky
Facebook - Tha Lizargs Revenge
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1Feb - 1d Feb
Walk for a
Sustainable Fulure
{Bnng ng attentian ta
imauritain [op remerealy

9 Feb - B March
Walking for & Future

15t February
Deadine for submissions to
fhe Weid Echo axhibition

Dhaftry, i 16 Gisdsbane, 0K
Carkact Ane Norman
waakdafulureivaloacaman

For more i g0 e
g Prestonsourg, Kensucky -

Framblart, Kenlichy, US4
waswootprngsiorpeace.ang

Ll I
13 March T nﬁ.ﬁu:.!.;;
: \ ne Cardshow!
Day Against Police Brutafity Auclear a2 show Tuwdlr::z'rj-

SR Foriew, Ina Ca~coiindey Biml Mon Galany Sydoay 56 ar
¥, Sedeny: 56 arilcl

T ek ol cands
mfﬂmlmk_m.“.n“:_
PO = 10000355 a0 585

May May
Foatprints for Peace Dieadling for submissans
{o Germinala YWinter
Fonipenis for Pesca wil be 017 pdition!

waking fv G weaks frough
{arada and First Hakon
nESENans
wiwrw foaipnnisiorpeace.org

Tt san.ong AUl s casins!
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kirsg, super pafe kids i
s 0 camprthers, or at Walm




We tock ther advice and headed to the actian. As we arrived, we were confronted by o large closed
gote, with o th-eotening KEEP @UT sign attached. Keep ot of vhat? Grown land? ®dd The:
vas clearly Weodside s [flegal] site Disegarding the sign, we slipped they the gate on foot and
followed a recently cleared road until we got to a police borrier where & cops lazily ackrowledged

our arvivol, We said g doy ond skirted aroued them As we locked vp. o man seated on o swina
attached to a bambag pole, suspended 30fcect in the ai- greeted us, ketting his follow fezza oo

on the areund know that thore were some ~ow facos birking. Immediately o for pindan covered
activists approached s, booksng suspiciousdy a1 cur dean clothes and uber—white skin. We introduced
oursehves and aked whot vas going on. The protesters gave us the berefit of the doubt and
explamed. They irvited us back 10 Walmadar come 10 meet Philie Ree, the Gockraboclos T® thet

vas locking ofter 1he camp

As we drove in to Walmadan in aur susgiciously shiny hire cor a community of sbour 30 peoplke
greeted us with handshakes ard offers of dinrer Whde there was plenty of 1ing up going on the
camp wat trying 10 vork cut if we were Woodside cpies o gerwing activizt:  a folow Radelaidian
friend vho had ridden a bike from Rrth 10 Broome in suppoct of the cause, sported us and excitedly
assweed the others that we were ok Lots of ecstatic huas were exchanged, yer it s a small world
after al After feeding s, Phalp swited us to comp on the send dumes it 5 a beautiful view from
up there, you con e the wun rise over the monsoonal vine thicket serub, ond watch it set over the
lndian @vean From the dunes, we could olse keep o eye o Woodside < drill rig, meemmodation
chip ard tenderz moored 1.5kmz off shore We vere al=o given instructions to vatch for any hostiles
coming athore, espicially poking orcund ar the buriol site of Walmadan himsalf, Steaight avoy we
vere assgned rokes  leakouts for the camp.

From the top of the dunes, 1t vas casy to see the community of protesters comped on the besutiful
Kimberley const, jurtaposed against the destructive begimnings of Waod:ide = gas hub compound
Every person at Wolmadon had o rok to play  some were on communications, some were kokours
otho s were on reconnaizsance, action strategizers, drivers, photographers, documentarians, cooks,
ligisars erc. While thers wae 0 warm family-lke community feeling ar the comp, there was @0 o surred
rivtary moad, with constant intel reported, rumours of phore tapping, bugs spizs ard orson otracks
from eremy lines Phore and radio contoct vas constontly baing interfered with by Woodside +
security thugs  Hostile Erwirenmental Services (Hostikes for shart). In the evervegs, @ hearty
comrunal meal was shared in the comp folkvwed by a casual dubeief of the day s everts erding ina
Cry higey-esque compfire sing alorg Noavews >
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Sirce La s1o E’{u! a schd groue of n'l.drl.ur-'.'d leenls hove parsanenly v -.-:}nd I]'r:rl livgs ard r'1l..l~1|‘.‘d
ta Walmadan ir o desperare but serious aitenpr 1o save their Kimberley home Every few dioys, =
rordam trovelers arive fo spend some Tird and effert hefping howevir theycan  ond thes 'lf"t:r
largen Agjiir -H.'J.'lr' hnuw: ke 50 an{d L;r the et L TEor, n".d "h":l_j.l":d l::.l wﬂl’.qjﬂ.,h I]II:! ther F‘l.'l'-‘l‘ill": 1
behaviaur that they ve eft ther lives behind on the énsf cons? or Europs and stayed or Walmadiar
Thl_' LA n|:||'.|||:‘"\- 70 rh-_— Mnrn- i R-q}ud Caffg n."‘u.'l'l"q-_"l e .\,:f I;_-: :;h rrh-;! L1 1v-;1||-"\- LAy r|'|4_- SO T
ta display the preserce of opposition 1o Woadside 1 uneckore indestrializatior.

Cvery day at Marar) Boad, the protesters B protecrors of couniry blockade the road 1o James Prics
wirt ond Wopdsde = compowrd, 2-3 times a day, when the heavily guorded Waodside workers shift
chvarge comvnys ruskle theaugh. 23 eetions s day . everydlay Tor over & manthsl Bek! ] eas veven
tegm to magere how motioeally physically ard meetally draining this life must ke Theze amazing
folks hove didreoted themzelves tocountry 1o fight for ther bomes, lives ond forures A fusue
they want sithaut the rask mpact that Woodside & gas bub sould prosiss 1o defive

T et this i To costent in rdation 1e olace

= James Frice Bint is home to the Gocfaraboales Frople  the lorpear contiruously g ouslhore in
Ihi_l ir;,;l"ld

= The Kimberley is the only place i Sustralia that hasn 1 sesraleed any mammal ectirctions

= Broome has a thriving fourizt-frode that wil be mossively mpacted, i not desrrayed by the

gz kb, ireluding the mary prarlieg businesses alang the Dampior Brinsulon Brarfieg in Broome
dates back 1o fhe B30, ard provides o sirong mudticulioral lisk e Broome = beaurifally diverze
carLinity

= James Price Birt is o bnow Hompoack Whesle calving area, ® well a5 home ra Creen Tortle:, Bhe
Winged Kookoburra =, Tata Liza-ds, Greoter Biby 1 ard many more orittors Sthese ore just the'cres ]
=1 'ﬂ"'l'!l'l o i Td"'l'ld.

Jist va et the idea, here ore some stots obout the procosed ao: hub

= I will ke the biggest rarbon emitring indostreial facilizy in Sostralia

= There will be up to I million fonnez of greerhiouze aoz erissiors toch yeor 0 525 incease an
WA & darrert Tota emidions

- bt wil ke the largest emitter of mercury ond B-Tex (henzens, tokene, ethylbenzere and sylenes)
chemicals i Auatralio

- L to 65030 tornes of nossous and carcirageric gas emassions pe- year 1]

So here s my request  IF youcan spare pome sach, danate some fo the Braeme Commucsy Mo

Group, or fo Save the Kirbe-dey @ 2end 0 core pockape 1o the octivists on 1he graiing 5 nn‘l
o lat af resenrces araird. I your com cparea bivef fied and offert, hedd onup 16 Monar Boed
and Walmadar to give thom trocpers o hard, Lkeaw bl ke heading badk op in 2012 with o eres
fram S of e compoiges s il in oction. Head Upand ched it 8ut for yourself - without bana 150
ﬂdnﬂ*mﬂk) it wwtndwm gt of thosechisive eaperierens thet changes your life,

Farmert irdarmnt iom plinse vicit some of the Follawing websites

Save the Eimbedey. hite & wwwsavethekimberbycom wp Hog /-

:!:iﬂh nbigalos und_1|'.|l:!..u'| sarri Heritoge Trodl htto F wwdotcloraboslso.ora e
W%hh’{@j"nunnmrm skimberfeycrgsu

The Sud'!i'jl micer| 'F;m'@mgp h‘ltp.-fh wawilderness arg.oufanpoignzskemberky
['I'.'[H il -5 arau b -koy-ervianmeni- mpacrs




By Fergus McDanald

’ﬁlﬂm’n in the forests of Madagascar 15 a particular white orchid

Blooming only at night-ttme and with 2 nectary almast & foot dong,
this & indeed an extracrdinary plant. Sut moee incredible than the
archid ieself is the story surrounding its sclentific discovery, within
which Yes 2 message about the vory fabric of our existence

[

&r a day pacing the path that circled his English home, Charles Darwin returned to his
cottage to find a package sent from a fellow naturalist m Africa. Amongst parchments made
damyp with the Madagascan air and a tin of Rhodesian tobacco, was a pressed and dried orchid
It was an exquixite star shaped fower that sat on top of =hm, foot-long throat, at the bottom
of which lay a pool of nectar.

In developang his theory of evolution, Darwin was as much concerned with competition between
species 2 he was with their cooperation — and this orchid fascinated him. Writing in his book
The Various Contrivances by which British and Foreign Orchids are Fertilised by Insects and on
the Good Effects of Intercrossing, Darwin excitedly conduded the segment about Madagascar
with an elated uninterrupted paragraph as long as the throat of the Hower he was writing
abaut. He surmised that if this orchid had a foot long nectary, at the bottom of which lay its
nectar, there must be some insect that had co-evolved to reap its reward for fertilising the
plant. Darwin (and later Wallace) concluded that there must be an as-yet undiscovered ‘giant
moth' with a tongue, or probosds, at least 25 centimeters long on the island,

$? $%&$



Ducades later, sfter the death of bath men, the existence of the math was confirmed by
naturalists more capable of sighting the night-time spectacle, Surv enough, both bad cormctly
prophesised the existence of the Xanthopan morganii praedicea math, which was named in
honour of their predsction, Their faith in the co-evolutionary bonds of life had been proven
cormct.

We wauld do well 1o remember this moth and its mutually-beneficial relationship with the
archid. The theory of natural sebection has for many fostered the false imprassion that nature i
in constant, ruthless competition with itself for survival. After all, you think Darwin, you think
“survival of the fittest’ (a plirase actually coined by Herbert Spencer).

Yet if we look sround us, evidence of cooperstion in life is in sbundance, You needn't lock
further than the closest trew for an example of natiral cooperation: a living species composed
of a undon of billions of individual colle But what appears today s & single organism is the
wvobutivnary product of a series of miraculour scte of cooperation. Epochs ago, simple frae-
livieg bacrerin, descended from star-dust at the dawn of time, became chloraplasts - they give
the leaves their green colous, and allow far photosynthesiz: Over acans, in the geniias of life,
these chloroplasts came to exist in o snple-cellod plent. Eventaally, these single-celled plants
conlesced to form the union we sev it front of us today as a tres

‘This trew does not survive in isolation, 1t is likely that the very tree you are looking at has
partesered with various fungt in the soil, which make bame on ity finest rootlets and inprove
ite acenss to nutrients, Ferhape the tree you are looking at has flowers, and above these buzess
a bee farming its food and in turn, fertilising the Bower — bath of these ovganisms utterly
dependent on the ather for survival,

While competition tmay be the motive force ot evalugion, it bas left in its wake a very coaperative
woord, Tt ie not g0 mach that living things consdausly choase to cooperate, but that evolution
has made it essential for them to do so,

Life ix clearly built on beautifully interdependent and complex relationships. Through our
destruction of other species, the health of the earth, and through the cessation of natural
cooperation, the very essence that brought aur ecasystem into existence, is being eroded, and
#0 100 i3 aur futiire, '

In our eardiest days, humans lived in mlative harmaony with the magority of their surroundings.
Technologies and an erroneous sense of mastery over nature bave seen us break free’ of
wvoluticaary constraint and the co-evolutionary bonds that lie at the heart of fife. But like the
moth and the orchid. our desting bas always moved with that of the earth itself. 1f the moth
veere 1o try and survive without the orchid, or the archid without the moth, their futures would
be bleak (aned short). Simvilacity, s will only really survive in 2 warld a3 complex, biodiverse
and interdependent ss the one that created us,

If environmental destesction contitues st its current rate, a thied of the world's plants and
anirals will digsppear by 2050. We are not fust endangering the lives of plants and animals, we
arw, it s, undoing the very fabric of our exiatence,

Fergus McDonald ixa Mastars student at the Undversity of Melbocroe, and warks &t The Nature
Canservancy. He is interestad (o taking the scienon of our carrunt enviranmental problems
more accessible through storytelling and diferent medivms.
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and Community Action
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Social Impacts in
the Northern Rivers
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Above - Fifth 39n9rat(on farmer Lesley McQueen
addressing Metgasco CEQ Deter Henderson in Casino.
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, 12

My Nan wds one hell'uva da baker. School fetes, country fairs...
if there was a blue ribbon to be won she’d always come up trumps/
Her recipe for date and ginger slice was my brothers’ favourite.
Nan'd bake him a tray for school hol’s which he’d take to his room
and devour in one Sittmg...glutton./ Vegans mdy wdnt to use dn eqg
substitute dnd margarine to replace the butter, and Sluten/ﬁructose
intolerant people use gluten free Flour and add a little extra butter.
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Mg Ndn was never one to wdste £ood... iguess she was dn
old skool freegan. Nice one/ Another £av recipe of hers was bubble

dand squedk. Good in times of war, econowic depression, bein3 d
student... Traditionally it’s made for lunch from whatever you have

[eftover from the m‘ght before. One wmdin component is mashed
potato, which is the Slue that holds all the other vesetables together.
Simple, tasty and 900(1 for a hangover - Nan enJoged d tipple/
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