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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

The Germinate Collective and the Australian Student Environment Network
acknowledge and pay respect to the Indigenous nations and traditional caretakers
of this land past, present and future.

More than 500 Indigenous nations shared this land for over 60 000 years before invasion.
We recognize the sovereignty of every Indigenous nation on this continent.

We express solidarity and continued commitment to working with Indigenous peoples
both in Australia and around the world in ongoing struggles for land rights, self-
determination, sovereignty and the recognition of past injustices. Sovereignty was
never ceded.

This magazine was compiled on the land of the Eora and Wurundjeri people, and
printed on the land of the Eora people. Submissions have come from different nations
all over the continent.
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Are you committed to a greener, more
sustainable future?

How about seeing action on obvious
environmental issues?

Or are you just looking for a wealth of
information to start getting involved?

Whatever the reason,
Students of Sustainability 2012 is for you!

Hosted in the regional city of Bendigo on the La Trobe

University grounds, Students of Sustalnabllity 2012 will

be an unique experience, The La Trobe University backs

onto the local Box Ironbark forest to provide a relaxed
and engaging environment.

Come be a part of this student-run environmental
conference that provides an open forum for all who are
concerned.

Location: Bendigo - La Trobe University
Dates: 4th - 8th July, 2012

www.studentsofsustainability.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/pages/
Students-of-Sustainablity/142897342446549%refwts



Hello,

As we cast an eye to the year
ahead, we find ourselves analysing
the significance of the one that has
passed. 2011 saw the reemergence
of activism and the occupation of
mainstream spaces, ‘legitimising’
spaces within which activism and
social justice advocates campaign,
epitomized by Time magazine’s
choice for Person of the Year 2012:
‘The Protestor’.

The protests of 2011
themselves cross
continents and mediums
of communication.
From Los Indignados
in Spain to Occupy Wall
Street, the movements
have been practicing non-
hierarchical organising on a mass
scale and moving politics from
a sport practiced behind closed
doors and visible only through the
flicker and spin of mass media, to a

process that we can all engage with.

The Arab Spring, which arguably
provided the catalyst for many
western protests, continues to
change the international political
landscape. The ‘legitimisation’

of activism through mainstream
media has seen advocates for
change, as individuals and part of a
broader group, jump cautiously into
the spotlight in a debate that all too
often speaks about us, not with us.

So we look upon 2012 with
a hopeful glimmer of interest.
Around us is a hotbed of
societal reevaluations, laying
the foundations for a powerful
readjustment of discursive
spaces. We take responsibility
for the compromises, hurdles
and competing interests that
emerge. What better way to
build upon these shifting plates
of societal norms, than
with articles that take
a critical look at the
interconnections,
§ campaigns and jagged
boundaries that
form the Australian
environmental movement?
In this issue Else looks at
the connections between the Occupy
and environment movements
while Jess takes a mythbusting
mallet to greenwash in the paper
industry. Fergus reevaluates
the dissemination of knowledge,
particularly of scientific knowledge,
as valuable through unconventional
mediums. Laura recounts a
formative two month walk away
from uranium mining. Hanabeth
assesses the impact of coal seam gas
mining on communities, while Cristel
visits the gas hub blockade site at
Walmadan, James Price Point WA.
Just like the year past, the last
few months for Germinate have
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been challenging and chaotic. Both
the Winter and Summer editions of
the zine this year began with new
Germinate collectives, and for
both editions the collective
diminished as the semester
progressed. For this edition

we were unable to find enough
funding to print as many copies

as we had hoped, so we are asking
each Uni enviro collective to help
us to distribute more widely by
photocopying pages and sharing
the magazine online. Just as
circumstances have challenged us,
they have also pushed us to find
creative and unusual solutions.
And so you find this edition to be
an eclectic mix of design styles,
sourced from designers all over the
continent who put up their hands
at our call for help shortly before
our print deadline.

Thanks very much for reading.
As always, Germinate welcomes all
submissions, expressions of interest
regarding sponsorship from socially
responsible organizations, and any
contribution of time, knowledge,
or advice. Find us at: germinate@
asen.org.au.

Enjoy the summer!

The Summer 2012 Germinate
Editorial Crew: Else Kennedy
and Hugo Unwin.

Germinate is the bi-annual publication
of the Australian Students Environment
Network (ASEN). Through Germinate,
we inform readers of issues and
campaigns, reflect on movements for
change, and facilitate communication
amongst grassroots student activists
throughout Australia and beyond.

We welcome submissions from
motivated and interested individuals

on wicked actions, skills, campaigns,
as well as graphics, photos, poems,
recipes, comics, arty stuff, strategic
campaign reflections and anything else.
Ideally, articles amount to less than
1000 words.

Customisable advertising features
for environmentally and socially just
organisations are available on request.

Reach us at: germinate(@dasen.org.au
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National Convenor, 2011
Australian Student Environment Network
Jarred Sferruzzi

This year I've had the ridiculous
privilege of being able to travel
across the many sovereign nations
of Australia visiting, working, skill-
sharing and generally organising
with collectives.

I'm trying to...

Support individuals and collectives
with campaigns and issues that are
important to them. Trying to kick
start ASEN’s momentum again and
(in the most shallowest of ways)
promote ASEN while making a
complete idiot of myself at the
same time. I spent a lot of last year
working on ASEN’s image within
collectives so that they would feel
as if it is not some foreign
organisation, but is in fact a
network to which they belong and
indeed have control over.

I struggle with...

Seeing the ridiculous amount of
amazing work people are doing in
their collectives and communities
but being somewhat terrible at
sharing that information with
others. I've also been struggling
with trying to keep my own

motivation going. As with most
people who are involved in grass
roots groups, at times in can get
quite overwhelming seeing the
amount of destruction and injustice
that continues to happen yet feeling
utterly helpless to stop it.

Last year I also did a lot more
reading around environmental
movements and the rise of the
eNGO ‘sector’ and have become
much more frustrated with the
current state of affairs. The

level of corruption (both moral
and sometimes financial) within
mainstream eNGOs has caused
me to immediately present a
barrier when approached by any
large organisations. At times this
may have proven useful, however
I feel that at other times this
created situations where there
could have been some genuine
critical discussions, but instead
communications ended not long
after they began.

I'm inspired by...
It may sound corny, but what keeps
me going and gets me inspired is -+
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visiting and talking with individuals
in collectives about love, life and
politics. Seeing how much energy
they are dedicating to organising
without any expectation of reward
or congratulations truly inspires me.
SoS is also another huge inspiration
for me, especially seeing as how

this is the second year in a row in
which it will be in a non-city campus.
Speaking of that as well, getting to
spend time in Albury and Bendigo
was such an amazing experience.
Seeing how these collectives have
such strong networks within their
Universities, but also within the
wider community. I honestly feel/
hope that ASEN’s future will rely
less on the city based collectives and
that more influence will come from
non-city based collectives.

I finally want to give a big thank
you to everyone who has supported
me this year. To anyone who let

me stay at your house, let me eat
your food, picked me up early in

the morning, took me out for late
night adventures, took semi-naked
photos for a calendar, laughed at my
poor jokes, gave me a hug, didn’t get
frustrated at me when I asked too
much, came to National Councils,
agreed to a dumb idea I had and any
other help people have provided

me THANK YOU'! I couldn’t have
achieved anything without you.

jarred@asen.org.au
www.asen.org.au
0434 869 088

WhA@ is
ESEN?

The Australian Student Environment
Network is a national network of
students active on environmental justice
issues. Active members are involved in
the state environment networks, as well
as local environment collectives.

We are a non-hierarchical grassroots
network, directed by our members.
ASEN is driven by a constantly evolving
ethos, determined by members' foci in
collectives and communities.

Students harness this dynamic network
to organize local campaigns, share
information and resources, coordinate
national campaigns such as climate
change and anti-nuclear, and collaborate
with indigenous peoples for sovereignty
and an end to genocide.

We direct our energies, involve new
students, and empower our generation
to uproot environmental injustice and
create remarkable communities and
social change!

WES 31
ENviRon
i
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WESTERN
AUSTRALIA

Save Warrup
20 Dec 2011
Bridgetown-Gireen-
bushes Friends of the Forest
(BGEF) are worried that the
end s near for Warmap Forest
BOFF coordmated a Warmup
Forest twilighs rally and in-
formatzon tour on Saturday,
10 Precember. 70 people en-
alesced ot the old Brxdgetown
raifway station and then hy o
bus and car pools went mlo
Warrup for the twalighe event
Moee infir check out
wWwwsavewimup.com

Yindjibarndi cameras
blocked for “safety”

reasons
25 Nov 2011

Yindjibamdi  elders
travelled to Fortescue Metals
Sotomon Project mining site,
approxemately 60 km north
of the wewn of Tom Price in
the central Pilbara regson 1o
check on the salety of sacred
sites 1o the path of FMG's
massive  blasting  program,
Wiwen they arrived they were
blocked from entering the
sate with cameras for “safety
reasoas”,

Michasel  Woodley,
CEO of Yindjibamdi Ab-
otgimal Corporation, argues
that I'MG has atempted to
ek the Yisxlpbamdi People
imto signing a lan use agree-
ment that s grossly below in-
dustry standards, and which
will rob present and future
Yindjibarmdli  generations of
meaningiul neome 10 retum
for the compulsory sacrifice

of lands underpinning their
culture and traditions.

Moee infoc  yindji-
barmdi.org. awyindjibarndi

Court rules James
Price land grab in-

valid
6 Dec 2011

The WA Supreme
Court ruled thar kBand acqui-
sibon notices issued by the
WA government over lamnd a
James Price Point are mvalid.

The Court’s decision
means that Woadside does
not have secure ao0ess 1o the
site where o wunts to baild
a S30Malhion gas hub. Thes is
u big setback for Waoodsede
and the other projgect propo-
nents, und is likely s delay
the  project  significantly,
However dospate the Court’s
scathing decision, Woodside
and the WA government m-
tennd Lo resubmil seguisition
notices 10 continue with the
comstruction of the destrue-

Live zas bub.
More info go o sa-
vethekimberley.com

QUEENSLAND

How to use a bikelock
to save the Great
Barrier Reef - pro-
test halts Gladstone
dredging
1A Nay 211

Derec Davies wsed o
Imeyele U loek to anach him-
self 1o a dredger in Gladstone
Harbour, The darecs action
wats tuken o protect the Great
Barrier Reel against the de-
velopment of Gladstone hare
bour {Cunis Islamd) Hguelesd
maturnl gas facilites to export
Coal Scam Gas

Fshermun and  ene
vironmentalists  angue  that
dredging of the Gladstone
larbour is cousing turbidity
in the water and illness of
fish, effectively closing down

Abuve: Cowet rides James Price Lid geah invalld. Plvore by
The Wilderness Sociery:
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:ru.“l".‘ Bamner reveal. Photo by Chris Niblent, Abovw, Conper
Creeh. Photo by Bl Dovle.
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the local hshing industry
They argue that development
1 endangering the World
Heritage status of the Great
Barrier Reef,

Queensland Lake
Evre Basin rivers pro-
tected

In & momentows win
Tlor Australinn conservation,
the mighty rmvers of western
Queenskand’s Lake Lyre Ha
sin - Cooper Ureek, Geonzina
oiver and Diamanting river
« have been protected wunder
Queenshand's Wild  Rivers
Acl

4.5 million bectares
now [all within special bafler
zones arounsd majoe water-
courses, lakes, wetlands and
floodplains, within - which
sirp mining, irmgated agn-
culture and other dostructive
industmal activities can no
lenger occur

For more inlo go 1o
wildesvers.ong.an



NSW

Xstrata Ulan required
to offset greenhouse

gas emissions
1S Dee 2011

In a landmark judpe-
menl comerning  chimsie
change, o judge in the NSW
Lan und Environment Coarnt
has  given  comditional  ap-
proval for the expansson of
the Nstrura Ulan coal mine
near Mudgeo in Central west-
ern New South Wales based
on the mine offsettimge all of
105 LrCeInIse ROs CIMISSHH
pencnated m mining the coal.

The Hunter Environ-
mental Lobby beought the
uppeal apgainst the S1.2 Bil-
Lo Ulan Weest project basex]
upon st Joog eem impast of
glohal anthro-
pogenie climae change, &
well o dumage 10 grourxd-
witter sy stcins and clearnng «of
eritically endangered vegeta.
Lo commueitics. The mane
expansion proposal includes
1 239 bevtare open cul nne
and upprosimately 235 square
kilometres  of  additiooal
longwall mining.

exacerbating

Occupy Svdney
New Years Eve 2011
Bunners
Uropped Trom several wooe-
cupied buildings in the Syd
ney CBD wea and continaed
hanging into the new year,
The activists’ objective was
o draw attenton to 1he une
just and Jestructive unpust
of state procecied globalived

were

captalisin,
The comtemt of the
baumers made refereme o

Toye: Prorest agatnt Nsovang lan

Svefreey: Ivarreser aleryprr, Bovrers rvend

o (e
L. CAB. (Al cops o

caad

hastaveds) " amd "N 2 4 New Yeavs Revolweion: Destroy exapi-

wenl Defore ¥ destroys ws all’

a range of issues thar reflect
loeal interpeetations of the
mlermational movamen,
meluding Abonginal sover-
crznty, coal seam 2as, hous-
g aecess andd affordabalany,
the trestment ol refisgecs,
sacial ineguality, and police
brutafity.

Sinee e occupation
of Martin Place hegan in Oc-
tober, occupicrs have faced
approximately 70 arrests, 35

charzes and S0 Nines (as of
Bamuary 5)
oceupy ssdecy.ongin

Sydney Opera House
banner drop protests
Harvey Norman for-

est destruction
9t 2000
Five

BCHIVIES Wy

enyiroomental
wrrested  ves-
tercay for chimbang the Opera
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House and drapang a banner
on one of the sails peolesting
Retaider Hamvey  Norman's
participatton - Ausiraban
native forest destruerion, The
barmer read “No Harvey No!
Stop selling Anssie forest de-
struction!™ and was part of
o phobal 24 hours of action
tarpeting the Harvey Naorman
bosiness with moee than 30
actions taking place in Ause
il i and sevenal ovensens,
thelasistind.onzan

TASMANIA

Still Wild Still Threat-

ened
R Dec 2011

A group of native
Tasmanian animals including
Tasmanian devils and quolls
moved into the Harvey Noe
tsan stoees (o Hoburt,

Fight  conservution.
isls from Sull Wikl Sab
Threatened ratesting at the
store caldedd for Harvey Noe-
man 1o slop sourcing native
orest products. One protestor
dressed us o Swifi Parrot has
clumbed a light post outside
the store, displaying o ban-
ner reading  “Stop  selling
native animal abitat,” Inside
the store guolls and a tasma-
nian devil reclabmed fumi-
ture made oul ol theer native
habvitas,

Moce info: wwwstill-
wildstilitheeatenad.org — and
www thelsststand.oeeau

Top rigie: Banner drop o the
Syiley Oy Houso. Bovrom
righe: Action at Harvey Nar
ot Stove dn Hlobardy

Observer Tree
14 Dec 2011

Comservationst M-
randa  Cobsan  established
herself in the OhserverTree, o
platfoem situsted ol above
the grounct m an old-growth
Focalypius Delegatensis tree,
n the heast of Tasmania's
southern  forests. Miranida’s
upper canopy home is o tree
unler Emminent threat, n oo
fiorest due 1o be logped any
day pow, She has vowed to
stay there untl the forest i
protegted,

The tree top platfiorm
Is flly cquipped with the
technilogy to commumicate
to the world, Mirinda posts a

daily blog abour life m a ree
sil. commentary oo the stte
of the forest negotiations,
updates on flora aed Gaana
moairaring and video feotage
froem the tree sit.

Read the blog here:
www.abservernee.ong
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26th - 28th January
40 Years of the Aboriginal
Tent Embassy

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Corroborss for Siveragnty -
Sacred Fre Ceremanial Gatharing.
Aboriging Tent Emtassy, Canbera

1th—12th February 15 - 29 Febryary
Big Solar Boot Camg, Weld Echo exhibition
Port hacking river, (Cpening night Friday March 8
Sydney 17th Feb) Internaticnal Women's

The Long Gallery, Salamgnon
Arts Cenbs Hobart, www,

fuonorg

100pereant g au
mnlm‘.t:«g—scdsr-hxt-can-p

1 May
17 Aprl _
International Day of May Day: International
Farmers Struggle Workers Day

WA mEyWeek a ca

waww virusisask comida

48 July 1420
Students of Sustainabilty The Lizards Revenge-Music/
Conferencat art Festival . i

La Trobe Uni Bendigo Vie ? Liberahon Front,

“‘“-!lui:"l‘c. ‘50&0‘ o G
1.0 / Q g

o Ausiraty
FRCBIO0K — The L izargs Revenga

S8sapggg,
T4 YGERMINATE (oot 2002 | Bmg @
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9 Feb - B March
Walking for & Future

1Feb - 1d Feb
Walk for a

Sustainable Fulure
{Bnng ng attentian ta
imauritain [op remerealy

15t February
Deadine for submissions to
fhe Weid Echo axhibition

Dhaftry, i 16 Gisdsbane, 0K
Carkact Ane Norman
waakdafulureivaloacaman

For more i g0 e
g Prestonsourg, Kensucky -

Framblart, Kenlichy, US4
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GREENPEACE

Dirty Banks Reportback

For the past 18 months, Greenpeace Australia Pacific has been
taking the fight for climate action to the finance sector, targeting Australian
banks and their dirty investments.

We published research into coal finance in October 2010 which revealed
ANY to be the dirtiest Australian bank, having financed more coal projects
over the past five years than Commonwealth, National or Westpac.

With the threat of 12 new coal fired power station projects looming on
the horizon, just waiting for finance, we targeted ANZ, demanding they not
finance any new coal power in Australia. By preventing these projects from
getting finance, we aimed to stop a new generation of polluting coal power
from hurtling us further down the path toward dangerous climate change.

The campaign mobilised Greenpeace volunteers, Climate Action Groups
and student environment groups, who collectively started conversations with
thousands of ANZ staff and customers. Under mounting pressure, ANZ was
forced to review its energy finance policy, however, in November the bank
released a vague explanatory document which appeared to commit them to
almost nothing.

So in December 2011 we crashed their AGM, polar bears in tow, talking
outside with shareholders about ANZ’s dirty deals. Inside, Greenpeace
campaigner John Hepburn asked why ANZ had spent almost a year writing a
new energy finance policy only to publish more green-wash, particularly in light
of the transparent policies recently published by big international banks HSBC
& BNP Paribas. The chair of the ANZ board responded by saying their policy
was “almost the same” as HSBC’s but that they wouldn’t release it publicly.

This means we have had a serious impact on ANZ since the campaign
launched - they now have a policy that follows the framework that we have
been calling for. However, we are still lacking important details and it may
not be strong enough to rule out financing new coal power in Australia.
Greenpeace will be following this up in 20132.

Show me the money!

Targeting finance corporations, which not only make environmentally
destructive projects viable, but also profit from them, can be a strategic move
in all sorts of environmental campaigning. In the US and Canada, Rainforest
Action Network has used this strategy to great effect in their campaigns
against ‘mountain top removal’ coal mining and tar sands projects.

[GERMINATE oot
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All of the big four Australian banks are helping to finance coal
projects in Australia and overseas. An increasing issue is that of coal exports.
There are big plans ahead for massive coal mines like those in the Galilee Basin
which will have dire ramifications for the global climate.
* Each mine proposed in the Galilee Bagin is larger than the biggest existing
coal mine in Australia.
The carbon pollution from burning the coal produced by just one of these
mines is equivalent to 16% of Australia’s current emissions, 26.9 million
extra cars on the road, or 7.6 million additional households.
Plans include a rail line that would unlock 375m tonnes of new coal
production each year on top of Australia’s existing 283m tonnes p.a.
For more info see: http://www.greenpeace.org/australia/ en/news/climate/
Mega-mine-Mega-disaster.
Some of the big banks are getting ready to finance these projects. Given the
increased corporatisation of tertiary education in Australia, you don’t have
to look too far to find the banks on your campus. Whether it’s the branch that
clubs and societies bank with, a stall at o-week giving out branded stress balls,
a recruiter at careers fairs and postgraduate €Xpos, a guest speaker in the
business and finance department, a sponsored building or a course program.
At Sydney University, the student cards are even bank branded debit cards.
We can confront coal power stations and coal exports on campus by
confronting the banks that finance it!
For more information see www.greenpeace.org.au or contact
Erland Howden: ehowden@greenpeace.org or 0408 255 583,
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Under the Federal Government’s Northern Territory Emergency
Intervention and the NT government’s Working Future policy, 21
designated NT ‘hub centres’ or ‘growth centres’ will become “properly
planned and designed towns, with services, buildings, facilities and
infrastructure like any other country town in Australia. These towns
will become the economic and service delivery centres for their regions.”

This development will come at the expense of homelands, which will
see a withdrawal of essential services, effectively forcing families to

abandon their traditional lands and move into larger towns and cities.

The following is an edited extract of the foreword from Amnesty
International’s report ‘The land holds us’: Aboriginal peoples’ rights
to traditional homelands by Rosalie Kunoth-Monks (pictured),

an Amatjere woman from Utopia, NT.

I CAN LOOK BACK over 70 years on this
part of the land. There was a richness
of the relationships between people so
you felt never alone. You felt secure,
you felt you belonged. You also felt,
from an early age, your responsibility,
not only to the flora and fauna but to
the song lines which tied you to the
land. The land, we always said pmerel
atnyenem, we never said pmer nhenh
tha atnyenem. That means, country
owns or holds you, not you holding the
country and becoming master of the
land. The land was your mother, your
father and everything else.

Jump forward from that, this country
here, it became a cattle station.
Aboriginal people lived still on land,

they say today, from eternity. They never

moved away from here, the songs are
intact; the country more or less is intact.

In the 19770s it was purchased by the
government on behalf of Aboriginal
people. We then became aware of

Aboriginal Affairs really having an

impact on our culture. People started
feeling second grade and degraded.
Into this scenario came all the rules and
regulations of being funded. Into that
came being destabilised for the first
time for centuries. Into that came the
awareness there were other places, and
also came access to alcohol and other
substance abuse.

We became aware of the racist attitudes.
On this land we had never felt deprived
or poor. One of the most remarkable
things my mother’s sister said to me, in
the 1980s when she was visiting Alice
Springs for the first time in her life and
she didn’t like it, she said, ‘I feel poor
and naked in this town’. -
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Somehow at Utopia this seemed to
have happened more slowly, simply
because the things we needed were still
on our lands. We still felt the strength
and the security of our law and order,
even as late as the 1990s. By this time
we had established homelands which
we still live on now, within the lease

of Urapuntja.

Fast forward to 2007, we had the visit
from departmental staff, the army, and
the police. I clearly recall the day when
the people came and told us we were
now under the Intervention.

We didn’t know what the Intervention
was. Suddenly there was a policy in
the Northern Territory that took away
our rights, and on top of that they also
wanted to take away our land, through
what they called a lease. I can still hear
Lena Pwerl, one of our ladies, yelling
out, ‘No lease, no lease, not for one
minute, not for one second, no lease,
this is our land’.

So 2007 was a huge thing. It was
assault. Assault to such an extent that
it traumatised all of us, we looked
around to see what made sense. What
made sense was at all costs to hang
onto the land. By 2008 it became so
unbearable that I remember absolutely
reeling in shock, and it appeared to
me like we were made enemies of the
state, or of our country. We had not
been in an aggressive relationship
with anyone throughout the world,
let alone in Australia, let alone in the
Northern Territory.

As we go into 2012, we realise that

the Racial Discrimination Act was
removed by the government so they
could put us under what they termed
the Intervention. We see that there
are certain Aboriginal communities
earmarked as growth towns. Let me
assure anybody who cares for the
Aboriginal people of Australia that once
we are moved from our place of origin,
we will not only lose our identity, we
will die a traumatised tragic end.

The fact is our body paint cannot be
put on by just anyone, or just anywhere
or on anybody’s country. We only

can do that on our land. We cannot
have identity if we are put into these
reservations that are now called growth
towns because we will not only be
second-class, we will become third-
class, nonexistent human beings.

This is a tragedy that is unfolding
through the policies of an uncaring
government. We must stop this, and we
must remain on our country. It seems
sentimental and - I can’t find the other
word in English - about attachment to
the land. It’s not attachment to the land,
it’s survival of a cultural practice that

is still alive in spite of what has been
thrown at it.

The country is our lifeblood; that

land which might just be filled with
spinifex has a depth that the majority
of Australian brothers and sisters don’t
understand, and it’s so fragile. We need
to stop the destruction of the oldest
living culture in Australia.
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We tock ther advice and headed to the actian. As we arrived, we were confronted by o large closed
gote, with o th-eotening KEEP @UT sign attached. Keep ot of vhat? Grown land? ®dd The:
vas clearly Weodside s [flegal] site Disegarding the sign, we slipped they the gate on foot and
followed a recently cleared road until we got to a police borrier where & cops lazily ackrowledged

our arvivol, We said g doy ond skirted aroued them As we locked vp. o man seated on o swina
attached to a bambag pole, suspended 30fcect in the ai- greeted us, ketting his follow fezza oo

on the areund know that thore were some ~ow facos birking. Immediately o for pindan covered
activists approached s, booksng suspiciousdy a1 cur dean clothes and uber—white skin. We introduced
oursehves and aked whot vas going on. The protesters gave us the berefit of the doubt and
explamed. They irvited us back 10 Walmadar come 10 meet Philie Ree, the Gockraboclos T® thet

vas locking ofter 1he camp

As we drove in to Walmadan in aur susgiciously shiny hire cor a community of sbour 30 peoplke
greeted us with handshakes ard offers of dinrer Whde there was plenty of 1ing up going on the
camp wat trying 10 vork cut if we were Woodside cpies o gerwing activizt:  a folow Radelaidian
friend vho had ridden a bike from Rrth 10 Broome in suppoct of the cause, sported us and excitedly
assweed the others that we were ok Lots of ecstatic huas were exchanged, yer it s a small world
after al After feeding s, Phalp swited us to comp on the send dumes it 5 a beautiful view from
up there, you con e the wun rise over the monsoonal vine thicket serub, ond watch it set over the
lndian @vean From the dunes, we could olse keep o eye o Woodside < drill rig, meemmodation
chip ard tenderz moored 1.5kmz off shore We vere al=o given instructions to vatch for any hostiles
coming athore, espicially poking orcund ar the buriol site of Walmadan himsalf, Steaight avoy we
vere assgned rokes  leakouts for the camp.

From the top of the dunes, 1t vas casy to see the community of protesters comped on the besutiful
Kimberley const, jurtaposed against the destructive begimnings of Waod:ide = gas hub compound
Every person at Wolmadon had o rok to play  some were on communications, some were kokours
otho s were on reconnaizsance, action strategizers, drivers, photographers, documentarians, cooks,
ligisars erc. While thers wae 0 warm family-lke community feeling ar the comp, there was @0 o surred
rivtary moad, with constant intel reported, rumours of phore tapping, bugs spizs ard orson otracks
from eremy lines Phore and radio contoct vas constontly baing interfered with by Woodside +
security thugs  Hostile Erwirenmental Services (Hostikes for shart). In the evervegs, @ hearty
comrunal meal was shared in the comp folkvwed by a casual dubeief of the day s everts erding ina
Cry higey-esque compfire sing alorg Noavews >
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Sirce La s1o E’{u! a schd groue of n'l.drl.ur-'.'d leenls hove parsanenly v -.-:}nd I]'r:rl livgs ard r'1l..l~1|‘.‘d
ta Walmadan ir o desperare but serious aitenpr 1o save their Kimberley home Every few dioys, =
rordam trovelers arive fo spend some Tird and effert hefping howevir theycan  ond thes 'lf"t:r
largen Agjiir -H.'J.'lr' hnuw: ke 50 an{d L;r the et L TEor, n".d "h":l_j.l":d l::.l wﬂl’.qjﬂ.,h I]II:! ther F‘l.'l'-‘l‘ill": 1
behaviaur that they ve eft ther lives behind on the énsf cons? or Europs and stayed or Walmadiar
Thl_' LA n|:||'.|||:‘"\- 70 rh-_— Mnrn- i R-q}ud Caffg n."‘u.'l'l"q-_"l e .\,:f I;_-: :;h rrh-;! L1 1v-;1||-"\- LAy r|'|4_- SO T
ta display the preserce of opposition 1o Woadside 1 uneckore indestrializatior.

Cvery day at Marar) Boad, the protesters B protecrors of couniry blockade the road 1o James Prics
wirt ond Wopdsde = compowrd, 2-3 times a day, when the heavily guorded Waodside workers shift
chvarge comvnys ruskle theaugh. 23 eetions s day . everydlay Tor over & manthsl Bek! ] eas veven
tegm to magere how motioeally physically ard meetally draining this life must ke Theze amazing
folks hove didreoted themzelves tocountry 1o fight for ther bomes, lives ond forures A fusue
they want sithaut the rask mpact that Woodside & gas bub sould prosiss 1o defive

T et this i To costent in rdation 1e olace

= James Frice Bint is home to the Gocfaraboales Frople  the lorpear contiruously g ouslhore in
Ihi_l ir;,;l"ld

= The Kimberley is the only place i Sustralia that hasn 1 sesraleed any mammal ectirctions

= Broome has a thriving fourizt-frode that wil be mossively mpacted, i not desrrayed by the

gz kb, ireluding the mary prarlieg businesses alang the Dampior Brinsulon Brarfieg in Broome
dates back 1o fhe B30, ard provides o sirong mudticulioral lisk e Broome = beaurifally diverze
carLinity

= James Price Birt is o bnow Hompoack Whesle calving area, ® well a5 home ra Creen Tortle:, Bhe
Winged Kookoburra =, Tata Liza-ds, Greoter Biby 1 ard many more orittors Sthese ore just the'cres ]
=1 'ﬂ"'l'!l'l o i Td"'l'ld.

Jist va et the idea, here ore some stots obout the procosed ao: hub

= I will ke the biggest rarbon emitring indostreial facilizy in Sostralia

= There will be up to I million fonnez of greerhiouze aoz erissiors toch yeor 0 525 incease an
WA & darrert Tota emidions

- bt wil ke the largest emitter of mercury ond B-Tex (henzens, tokene, ethylbenzere and sylenes)
chemicals i Auatralio

- L to 65030 tornes of nossous and carcirageric gas emassions pe- year 1]

So here s my request  IF youcan spare pome sach, danate some fo the Braeme Commucsy Mo

Group, or fo Save the Kirbe-dey @ 2end 0 core pockape 1o the octivists on 1he graiing 5 nn‘l
o lat af resenrces araird. I your com cparea bivef fied and offert, hedd onup 16 Monar Boed
and Walmadar to give thom trocpers o hard, Lkeaw bl ke heading badk op in 2012 with o eres
fram S of e compoiges s il in oction. Head Upand ched it 8ut for yourself - without bana 150
ﬂdnﬂ*mﬂk) it wwtndwm gt of thosechisive eaperierens thet changes your life,

Farmert irdarmnt iom plinse vicit some of the Follawing websites

Save the Eimbedey. hite & wwwsavethekimberbycom wp Hog /-

:!:iﬂh nbigalos und_1|'.|l:!..u'| sarri Heritoge Trodl htto F wwdotcloraboslso.ora e
W%hh’{@j"nunnmrm skimberfeycrgsu

The Sud'!i'jl micer| 'F;m'@mgp h‘ltp.-fh wawilderness arg.oufanpoignzskemberky
['I'.'[H il -5 arau b -koy-ervianmeni- mpacrs
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By Fergus McDanald

ﬁ]&ddﬂn in the forests of Madagascar 15 a particular white orchid

Blooming only at night-ttme and with 2 nectary almast & foor dong,
this & indeed an extracrdinary plant. Sut moee incredible than the
archid ieself is the story surrounding its sclentific discovery, within
which Yes 2 message about the vory fabric of our existence

L r

&r a day pacing the path that circled his English home, Charles Darwin returned to his
cottage to find a package sent from a fellow naturalist m Africa. Amongst parchments made
damgp with the Madagascan air and a tin of Rhodesian tobacco, was a pressed and dried orchid
It was an exquixite star shaped fower that sat on top of =hm, foot-long throat, at the bottom
of which lay a pool of nectar.

In developang his theory of evolution, Darwin was as much concerned with competition between
species a5 he was with their cooperation - and this orchic fascinated him. Writing in his book
The Various Contrivances by which British and Foreign Orchids are Fertilised by Insects and on
the Good Effects of Intercrossing, Darwin excitedly conduded the segment about Madagascar
with an elated uninterrupted paragraph as long as the throat of the Hower he was writing
about. He surmised that if this orchid had a foot long nectary, at the bottom of which lay its
nectar, there must be some insect that had co-evolved to reap its reward for fertilising the
plant. Darwin (and later Wallace) concluded that there must be an as-yet undiscovered ‘giamt
moth' with a tongue, or probosds, at least 25 centimeters long on the island,
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Ducades later, sfter the death of bath men, the existence of the math was confirmed by
naturalists more capable of sighting the night-time spectacle, Surv enough, both bad cormctly
prophesised the existence of the Xanthopan morganii praedicea math, which was named in
honour of their predsction, Their faith in the co-evolutionary bonds of life had been proven
cormct.

We wauld do well 1o remember this moth and its mutually-beneficial relationship with the
archid. The theory of natural sebection has for many fostered the false imprassion that nature i
in constant, ruthless competition with itself for survival. After all, you think Darwin, you think
“survival of the fittest’ (a phirase actaally coined by Herbert Spencer).

Yet if we look sround us, evidence of cooperstion in life is in sbundance, You needn't lock
further than the closest trew for an example of natiral cooperation: a living species composed
of a undon of billions of individual colle But what appears today s & single organism is the
wvobutivnary product of a series of miraculour scte of cooperation. Epochs ago, simple frae-
livieg bacrerin, descended from star-dust at the dawn of time, became chloraplasts - they give
the leaves their green colous, and allow far photosynthesiz: Over acans, in the geniias of life,
these chloroplasts came to exist in o snple-cellod plent. Eventaally, these single-celled plants
conlesced to form the union we sev it front of us today as a tres

‘This trew does nat survive in isolation, 1t i likely that the very tree you are looking at has
partoered with various fung in the sail, which make bame on its finest rootlets and inprove
ite acenss to nutrients, Ferhape the tree you are looking at has flowers, and above these buzess
a bee farming its food and in turn, fertilising the Bower — bath of these ovganisms utterly
dependent on the other for survival,

While competition tmay be the motive force ot evalugion, it bas left in its wake a very coaperative
world, [t ie not so meach that living things conadiously choase to cooperate, but that evolution
hae made it essential for them to do so,

Life ix clearly built on beautifully interdependent and complex relationships. Through our
destruction of sther species, the health of the earth, and through the cessation of natural
cooperation, the very essence that brought our ecosystem into existence, is being eroded, and
#0 100 i our futtre,

In our eardiest days, humans lived in mlative harmaony with the majority of their surroundings.
Technologies and an erroneous sense of mastery over nature bave seen us break free’ of
wvobuticnary comstraint and the co-evolutionary bonds that lie at the heart of Yife, But like the
moth and the archid, our desting bas always moved with that of the earth itself. 1f the moth
veere 1o try and survive without the orchid, or the archid without the moth, their futures would
be bleak (aned short). Simvilacity, s will only really survive in 2 warld a3 complex, biodiverse
and interdependent ss the one that created us,

If environmental destesction contitues st its current rate, a thied of the world's plants and
anirals will digsppear by 2050. We are not fust endangering the lives of plants and animals, we
arw, it s, undoing the very fabric of our existence.

Fergus McDonald ixa Mastars student at the Undversity of Melbocroe, and warks &t The Nature
Conservancy, He is intervstoad (o taking the scienor of our careent environmental probdems
more accessible through storytelling and diferent medivms.
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LAST YEAR (2010) Federal Environment
& Minister, Tony Burke, allowed the
4 Tarkine’s emergency listing for National
Heritage to lapse. Now 56 very invasive
mining exploration licenses occupy
the Tarkine area. On top of that, at
least 10 open cut mines are proposed,
one of which will include a 3.5km by
3km disturbance area (equivalent of
420 Melbourne Cricket Grounds and a
220m depth being over twice the height
of the Sydney Harbour Bridge) as well
as an open cut mine 5km long with
multiple parallel open cut pits, courtesy
of WA’s Venture Minerals. Even though
historically there has been smaller scale
mining in the Tarkine area, it will be
NOTHING compared to the large scale
Pilbara-style mining that is to come. The
Tarkine National Coalition and other
groups have lodged another emergency
listing for the Tarkine to head off mining
and associated damage (ie: roads and
heavy vehicles) which may further harm
the critically endangered local Tasmanian
devil population as well as 55 other
threatened species in the area.

Venture Minerals’ main open cut site
will be at Mount Lindsay, an area of pure

ENTER TONY BURKE
‘ EXIT HERITAGE LISTING
i and ENTER 20 MINES IN &§
TH TARKINE TASMAN IA

&
134
“lis

Myrtle and Sassafras rainforest which
signifies an environment untouched

by fire and logging. They are currently
doing diamond tip drilling to collect core
samples of the second largest untapped
tin deposit in the world. They say that
the mine would employ 200 people

in its 20 year operation and cost $150
million to develop. This is dwarfed by the
estimated $4 billion worth of minerals
the company seeks to dig up.

The Old-growth rain forest tree
species, including Myrtles (growing up to
50m tall, 4m in diameter, and many older
than 500 years), Sassafras, Blackwood,
Huon Pine (growing by 2mm per year,
living up to 10 000 years, making it
the slowest growing and oldest tree IN
THE WORLD) and many more, provide
a dense canopy and open under story
habitats. The forests are typically carpeted
by a vast array of mosses, lichens, fungi
and ferns, resembling exquisite and
well-tended botanical gardens. -
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THE TARKINE IS home to 56 threatened
and endangered animal species, such as

the Giant Freshwater Crayfish (Astacopsis

gouldi) - the world’s largest freshwater
invertebrate (growing up to 1m in length
and living up to 40 years). The existence
of the Giant Crayfish or Tayatea as it is
known by its Aboriginal name, is highly
dependent on undisturbed old-growth
forest adjacent to its riverine habitat. Its
optimum habitat is deep shaded water
clear of siltation and sediment, with a
suitable water temperature.
Environmental scientist Professor
Hamish McCallum has suggested that
roading for the new mining could have
a tenfold increase in roadkill of the
endangered Tasmanian devil. We can also
expect a much faster spread of the deadly
Devil Facial-Tumour Disease which has
so far claimed 84% of the Tasmanian
Devil Population. The Tarkine currently
hosts the least affected Devil population.
In the absence of a National Heritage
Listing, Minister Burke can legally
disregard the impacts of the mines on
the rainforest, the 25 watercourses to be
disrupted, or the recognised wilderness
values of the area in environmental
assessments. The Tasmanian Tarkine
region is an area of international
significance which satisfies all 4 criteria
of World Heritage listing for its natural
values as well as several cultural criteria.
The area’s ecological, cultural and
tourism values combine to powerfully
justify its long term protection as a
National Park and World heritage area.
Tasmania’s Tarkine region could rival

the Kimberley, Kakadu and Daintree as
Australia’s premier wilderness tourism
destination, generating 1100 jobs and
$58M a year within the next decade.
The extensive rainforests, river gorges,
buttongrass mountain tops, flowering
heathlands and long wild beaches combine
to make the Tarkine one of the world’s
greatest treasures. This extraordinary
icon will be lost for ever if we don’t take
action now. We are at the most critical
stage of the process where at least two of
the companies proposed mines (Venture
Minerals and Shree) will be assessed for
approval at the end of 2011-2012.

@ Talk to friends about the issue.

@ Sign Getup’s online petition to call
Tony Burke to the Tarkine.

©@ Write your own letter to Tony Burke.

© Write a letter to the editor of local
papers in your area about the issue.

@ Look out for campaigns about the
issue and help if you can.

by Karlien Van Rooyen

tasmaniantimesAcom/index.ph;.)'l_/we—ti)':?a/‘e_
article/expert—predict?.—new—mln:jng S
tark'me-could—result-ln—a—tenfol -in .
theage.com.au/environment/cor?ser\éaet\:ic;i\/
cancer—spreads—to—last-tasmaman—
refuge-20111 108-1n5trhtml /
aniantimes.com/index.php?/weblog )
an—prompts—new—emergency
r-tarkine/

tasm
article/mine-plan-pr
national—heritage—bud-fo

32 © GERMINATE Summer 2012



ez

and Commuriity Action

| BECAME INVOLVED in the coal seam gas
(CSG) issue around the time | started a
Thesis on social change. | found out about
the CSG industry at a Gasland showing

in Byron Bay presented by Dayne Prazky,
back in March this year. Following the film
| felt shell-shocked & incredibly sad, so on
the way home | stopped to buy chocolate,
where | bumped into Dayne who kindly
agreed to an interview and told me to
come and see the gas fields for myself.

A few weekends and a six-hour drive
later | had the opportunity to speak with
many Chinchilla residents watching the
Mayday parade, which was followed by a
group of about eighty protesters.

| met a young man who had a gas well
drilled on his families” land. He stated:

‘Nothing’s happened yet, so why should
we think that anything’s gonna happen to
our water?

There were several residents who
were clearly in support of the protesters.
Local resident Miss Kerr described
virgin timber including 2m wide iron-
bark trees that had been bulldozed
against her family’s wishes, yet they
had been powerless to stop any of the
developments. “/ want people to open
their eyes,” she said.

A representative from Chinchilla
Rotary Club, Allen Jamison stated that his
view of the CSG mining is in “...a constant
state of re-evaluation”.

It was clear that the CSG mining was
already causing divisions within this -
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community, and my observation
was that all of those supporting
the industry were indeed receiving
financial benefits. As the parade
reached the Town Fete the gates
were closed on the protesters,
with two mounted police standing
behind the gate, and Rotary Club
members in front (pictured right).

Social Impacts in
the Northern Rivers

CHRIS ALLEN HAD kept horses and lived
on his property in Kyogle for thirty-one
years before a gas well was placed across
the creek from his property: “If | wish to
build anything on my own land | have to
put in a DA which includes a notification
to my neighbours. Nobody was notified
at all until the well was put there. | can
see it from my deck in plain view: it's
about 500 metres from my house...
This issue is going to divide communities
a lot more yet as one neighbour can let
them on and then you have a gas well on
your boundary. In the early stages there
was no education, people did not know
what they were letting themselves in for.
When you go out and educate yourself
it is quite terrifying.”

Another Kyogle farmer Garry Gilliland
stated that there had been claims by
the companies that there would be no
pumping stations precisely where his
neighbours had already been approached.
He said: “You can't eat gas, it's that
simple. They want to put the pipeline
right through our most productive
country...This is all about water: our
head waters are just up the road here
at Lynches Creek, and we depend upon

these aquifers for the farms and for
the towns... The boring rigs follow the
pipelines: that is what has happened
in QLD, it is inevitable: the mining
companies are lying.”

Uncle Harry and Mally from the
Ngrakwal Association expressed
dissatisfaction with government handling
of Indigenous affairs. Mally said: “It's
communication (about the land) that gets
everything confused. It all comes back
to communication between people, and
from the government. The government
does not care at all, they just care about
money. We need to hold the government
accountable and ensure that there is
increased transparency.”

The ‘Wordle’ diagram opposite
shows a summary of concerns voiced
in interviews. The larger the word; the
more times that the word was used by
interviewees.

In the months that followed | watched
the movement grow, from what seemed
like Dayne standing by himself and a
handful of protesters shaking the gate
in Chinchilla to 3,000 people marching
in Murwillumbah only a month later. The
Northern Rivers was now officially aware
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of the issue: many concerned citizens
were coming together in groups new

and old. | interviewed many people on
their concerns about gas mining; what
they wished to see happen and what

they planned to do about it. | watched
more demonstrations take place in
Brisbane, Casino, Lismore, Byron and at
Broadbeach on the Gold Coast. They were
also happening in many other parts of the
country, and Sydney was starting to wake
up to the drilling set to take place in the
heart of its own suburbia.

Becoming involved in the campaign
enabled me to develop a relationship
with the campaigners and gain a
greater depth of understanding. The
research has helped me to have a
greater awareness of social dynamics,
while exposing me to a wealth
of knowledge from the different
individuals involved. It was, however,
essential that | continually gave
myself time to stand back and reflect
on the situation, on my actions and on
those of others, which is a key feature
of the action research approach. Some
may claim that this could compromise
my objectivity, which is why my
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research was analysed using a variety of
frameworks. Nietzsche however would
argue that there is no such thing as a
truly objective person.

IN JUNE THE Lock the Gate AGM was held
in Murwillumbah, which was an amazing
opportunity for groups from across the
country to share concerns, resources and
ideas. The organization has been growing
from strength to strength ever since. At
this time they took a decision to arrange
a national day of action on the issue.

Above - Fifth Senemt(on farmer Lesley McQueen
addressing Metgasco CEQ Deter Henderson in Casino.
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The Northern Rivers Alliance held
the first regional meeting in August. It
was a simple process to set up an email
group which could then be used to share
ideas, resources and information freely.
| facilitated meetings using mind maps
for people to share ideas on what would
be our most effective course of action
region-wide. The key aim of the national
day was to have a unified purpose to
protect our water, state that we did not
want coal-seam gas, and to make it clear
that instead we wish for sustainable
energy now. It was a huge success, with at
least 25,000 people marching nationally.

| focused my own efforts for the
national day on a letter-writing campaign
to our Premier Barry O'Farrell. | was
lucky that Lennox Head Post Office let
me buy 1,000 stamps and envelopes,
giving me the chance to bring them back
if the idea did not come to fruition, but it
did. We printed out 1,000 address labels
and a basic template which allowed
people to write as much or as little as
they wished (one person was writing
for almost an hour!). Helped by a few
friends we managed to get 1,000 letters
about CSG written and posted to Barry
O’Farrell outside the Beach Hotel at
3pm. We had a great photo published
with a story in the Northern Star of
all the people holding up their letters
together. It is a very visual, accessible
and practical way for communities to
voice their concerns on serious issues

such as coal-seam gas mining, and my
hope is that this idea can be used again
in the future.

Three weekends later twenty of
us from the Northern Rivers Alliance
managed to letter-box drop every house

in Casino in just three hours to invite them
to an information evening. Once again it
was amazing what just a few committed
individuals can achieve.

The movement has not been without
its challenges. Many of the people
involved are fearful about the future of
Australia, and fear makes people act
in strange ways. They know that the
deals have already been made by our
governments, however they have deep-
seated concerns for the safety of our
natural resources; our children’s water
supply; our land rights and our beautiful
Australian Environment. They know it is
worth standing up for, and no-one I've
seen is showing signs of sitting back any
time soon.

| have been most inspired by some
of the young people involved who have
seen some negative interactions and
have stated to me: ‘We would love
this movement to be positive and
empowering, to be about the world we
wish to see, not about fear.”

| have noticed their determination to
ensure that at every step we walk the
talk and are as sustainable as we can
be - that way the movement has true
integrity. They have so many great ideas
of how to involve people through culture
such as art shows and music. These
guys are operating from love, not fear,
and | cannot agree with this approach
more. If we wish to create a sustainable
social movement it needs to have a
clear vision of what we wish to create,
what we are aiming for, and we need to
be that change (and why can’t a social
movement be fun too?).

by Hanabeth Luke
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DRAWING BY BILLY-T

MR VEILLANCE, BUDY-FILLED,
JuNk-FILLED LANOSCAPE
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/ WAL AWAM FRomMm URAALIUM \
MALASL - TOWARDNS ARoR.niAL
SovERELNTY”

Wiluna to Perth

1250km

22nd Aygust

28th October

Back in front of a
computer hey, |
feel a world away
from the essays |
was madly
finishing  before
this journey.
Coming from Canberra for this walk, 1 now feel such a strong
and sharp affinity for land here in WA - land proposed to be
decimated by uranium mines. | remember one of my mates
dubiously asking il walking for ten weeks is the most effective
way of raising awareness and influencing a debate, | shared
some of his hesitation, but felt I needed to understand what the
land “over there™ was like. Who lives in these communities
and what is this land that we are all too ready to dig up and
sell?

After walking this land, meeting communities, traditional
owners and people from across the globe affected by the
nuclear chain, 1 feel that keeping uranium undisturbed in
Australia 1s more than a local and passing campaign that's
taken my interest. It is an experience that has affected me
deeply.

Here are some extracts from my joumal, to share with you
some of the places | travelled in my head while walking. ..
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21st August
Met with executives of Toro Energy, who have a proposed
uranium mine near Wiluna. Felt overwhelmed. Daunted.
Reason doesn’t seem to equate. So frustrated - people can't see
past money, There's an 84 yr old on this trip. Imagining them
having to watch the world continue committing the same
atrocities and mistakes makes me sad, They sat next to me on
the bus back to camp and said some interesting things. That in
this moment we need to celebrate more. Celebrate each other,
our diversity, our strength. That just because we loose a fight
& doesn't mean we've lost the battle. J

22nd August:

This land is alive. Teeming with life, Up at 4.30 to make
breakfast, felt good to be up before dawn, stirring a big pot to
feed people and welcome them to the day. Two big blisters on
my feet already. Hot today. Was really struggling after lunch.

Been watching for animal tracks - so many once you open your
eves. Feel like a desert gypsy community. Could fall in love
with the sky every moming and every night. Will sleep tonight
with my favourite leeling - physically worn out body, inspired
mind, full belly. And under the stars. Feel very lucky. This is
land is worth fighting for.

24th August \ / 28th August \
All the money in the world Setting up camp. Digging

can't buy passion. It's not about shit pits, setting tarps,
ownership. 1t's custodianship, collecting and cutting
and passing that to future firewood, sorting the kitchen

generations. Don't ever think || truck, boiling eggs, cleaning
that we can't win. We have spuds and taking care of the
time. The mining industry Aunties. They are powerful
doesn’t have time. They're || women. Love to chat, and so

dependant on a small window much tea! Pretty fired up
of 'market opportunity', We about the current mining

have generations 10 come. / Qroposals on their land.

39 © GERMINATE Summer 2012



2nd September / Sth September "\
Remembering to breathe deeply I'll never forget
while I'm out here. Soak in the coming into
spirit this land is sharing. Not sure Leonora (first town
how I'll cope again in the city, for 3 weeks), and
Loving the openness here. 1've got seeing the mine on
a glimmer of what it might feel the outskirts, and
like to be connected to this land, then every patch of
and a deeper respect for land or vehicle
Aboriginals who have nurtured and labeled. Claimed.
appreciated its power and gifis for Logos stamped

over 40,000 years,

everywhere - on

/ Tth September \ /

Trees again! So many
new wildflowers, pink
galas flying in pairs, a
pink dried salt lake, red
dirt, massive bunches of
fluorescent green budgies
cutting through the air

Klikc scho't_:is;] .of tropical/ K

fences, steel drums,
cars - all branded
with the names of
mining companies.
It was really stark,
the reality of stolen
land. Feeling
pretty frustrated
and overwhelmed.
And naive. And

\_ uncomfortable, /

12th September
Listening to Uncles talk around
the campfire, telling dreamtime
stories, pointing out star
constellations, explaining skin
groups... | have a new
realisation of just how short a
space of time 220 years is.
Such a short time in which
we've eradicated so much of an

ancient, intricate culture,
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19th September
One of the most basic rights of humans is the right to care
for country and that has been taken away from all of us by
the Government and corporations. What kind of democracy
do we have 1 we can't even speak out against weapons that
threaten the whole of humanity and more? One species
threatening the existence of one million.

/ 1st October
We've helped to give
a voice to some of
the Elders, a
refreshing and
personal boost to
communities who’ve
been fighting mining
on their land for
decades, shared an

appreciation of this

_ 9thOctober ™\ jand with chikiren,

Aware of ancestors on the wind, the | 41000 0vced the issue
hcallpg coming from ‘lhc carth. : Hada | ruranium mining

clcgnsmg ceremony with ashcs from l.hc and nuclear waste for
Kimberley blockade. Reminded again

drivers, truckies, and
I ‘l. o ™, =7 -4 > 34 ~ P <y ~ .. %
that we're all connected as stewards of people in regional

this earth. A lot of us care a lot and we K tOWNS J
must not forget iL. /

/ 14th October \
Olympic Dam Uranium mine expansion in SA has been
granted permission. This news today was a slap in the
face. This is serious, this is deadly, it is ¢arth, it is
genocide of a culture, happening right before my eyes,
right here in Australia. People I love are in deep pain
because of what’s happening to this land, trying not to
die inside or shrivel up due to anger and sadness and
K frustration because of what's happening. /
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24th October
Sat in the pissing rain. Thought about bush camps,
conversations on the road, laughing, insights, Elders,
exhaustion, not secing a single cloud for three weeks, adults
acting like ponies to get kids through a hot 27km day in the
sand, stargazing, my first sleep in a swag, the first gum trees |
saw again...
And | also
thought about
this nuclcar
chain that
SPans across
the world and
s
inconceivably
toxic. And the
indigenous people all across the world that are denied the
ability to care for their country and their culture. And the
children of the future who we can't seem to keep in mind, .,
But then 1 started laughing, sitting there m the rain, Because
there are loving and genuine people all across the workl who
believe in nurturing others and the earth. Because | have
witnessed the strength of individual people and felt our
collective power. Because | have heard kids squealing with
laughter everyday. Because | have been moved by the land.
Because | genuinely believe that our creativity and passion is a
force to be reckoned with, So 1 opened my mouth to let the
water droplets tickle my tongue, and laughed and felt cleansed
and refreshed. And that's how [ still feel, even though this
ending and new beginning thing is a bit sirange and bittersweet
and challenging and daunting.
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26th October
Being a witness is importan,
We are all powerful
individuals and we should
not underestimate the
strength that we can continue

to share with the world
\Hlll.‘;:'il.h.'.‘ this community. J

ﬁ'ﬁhcm o from here? Unele Kevin Buzzacott put il prelty w-.m
when he sand that the earth blows us to places at particular
times, with particular people for a reason. We are meant 1o be
here. Wherever that 'here’ is for you. Listen to what it is you
are being asked to do and be strong.

Peace,

i y
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A GRADUATION OF SORTS

OEAN MUNR®

| st  dopped out oT felt  fuding  geot

| thik IVé folowed to lgecal consheion, the Ing of aiticd thouohy thet this institution,
puports to ingukcote in, us. For there are, i, truth, few/"good recsons to continge subjecting
curselEs 1o the obeurd ritudl thet fs studery ife, We are tokd that hympn, ingeflect myst
be quongified oyl diocoted to its oppropriate comportmens i, the bureoucrodies. From, this
imperatve spring the engless academic heops thioudh, which, Wé are coaxed. By lecturers.
By fear of fare. By the selection, criteria of impgngry jobs that wil probably nevBr exist
Unfortungtely, this cbseauious obstode course is rorely suniVed by enghysiosm, Exars
rol croung ongl fascngting subject mgtter quickly Tums to unpearchie impest. Pretty scon,
each, Wking mgmgng s drenghgd in, the donk Slough, of compusory ossessmgy. Creativity
fes falow! Meayfie geruing education, if present ot ol & mgrely coigideny with, the
unguestiongiie god to which, we dl mgrch, Thot great sigrifier of njellectud wrth; the degree.

But whgt is this thing. 50 sought after thet We submit to it coungless migtes. hpurs ong years
of cur WEs? Does it pave the path, to enfghtenmmens? b, ighs of the dforementiongd cracks
which, pepper this estronged rood to edification, ary criticdl student hps to wingler whgther
it's the best Wy to get there, The attangrens of o degree certainyy Bt fun, Sure, university
ife presents us with, opportunities to socidise angl shyre ideas, but WE toke odvangage of
them, despite, npt becouse of the ngtitution’s ottempts to cdoulate our inteligenge. Doubtess,
it wil open, doors to thy wiarkforce ~ after ol the doling out of tickets to high-skiled Woge
savery i ong thing the wniversity can, menepolse - but whet soloce is to be foungl in, njecting
ourseles ngo the schemgtics of poiticd angl econpmic eltes? Ulimgitely, it seems, the
degree i fittle mpre then, o congelation, of efforts to prepare s for a sodety which, tlerates
erdy the redisation, of dreams that ae congruent with, the presen/ation, of the stotus qua.
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thed unursity hps becomg englavd. EvEn,the HME"&HW
o qcfwrﬂmmmmr&e %ﬂﬁ

chsing  the  dor w0 cpportiy’

Eanpst peos of restrorg  flock
franticaly e plgecrs, tethgred 1o the
somy dogmg thot o good i@ comgs
ingo being ony with, the engorsemeng
of coptd or thy stote Bt the
rych, Rgrokded ‘opportungies’ | arm,
We@fmﬂpﬂ'ﬂ I:IE‘E.':IFE'ZW

mmmwﬁ’fﬁmm
Wwfﬁeﬂmnﬁﬂws
GP-orpiousness pongking to the

Studers. | implore your occept the
thetoic  of the insttion, Think
criticaly. Inferrogate it ayl yoursal, IF
e con be better explored withput the
VBcuity of sy stemgtised leaming. leave!
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ETTE

Dear front-liners,

This letter is a criticism of

the front-lining method of
fundraising for non-for-profit
advocacy based organisations,
something that is potentially
damaging our causes more than
it is supporting them.

We need diverse of strategies
and organisations, that envision
the kinds of change to bring
justice to the people and planet
oppressed by ideological and
institutional destruction.

History tells us that social
movements can bring about
great changes, fuelled by
grassroots momentum that
comes from all citizens, not just
the educated and ideological.

We know that our movement
for justice needs to engage and
empower our entire society to
bring about a truly democratic
revolution of our social,
economic and environmental
systems. Unfortunately we
have been pursuing a strategy
of incremental change for

the entire life time of the
environmental movement.

This may be because many
NGOs have become caught up in
a sustained strategy of acting
within boundaries of what they
think possible. As a result,
campaign after campaign has
pushed for the next baby step
for an organisation’s focus issue.

Often professional paid activist’s
work hours easily outweigh its
member’s work hours, their
roles focussing on policy rather
than empowering people to take
action. Organisations accept
volunteers but treat them as
office interns, fail to train them
and fail to decentralise their
movement and the campaigns
they run. As a result we don’t
have a grassroots movement.

Additionally, local groups
struggle for funding because they
don’t have the brand recognition
or decades of asset accumulation
like the big NGO’s. Yet they

are doing the most important
work of building a movement of
organisers, activists and change
makers to decentralise and grow
our movement.

When we try to raise money by
hassling people on the streets

———

—ma
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RONTLINER

we are teaching the status quo
to avoid us. To avoid the planet
that needs our help. This is

how people are starting to see
our movement: something that
wants our money either through
donation or government taxes.
Who would blame them for their
deepening distrust?

People do care but, they want to
contribute in a way that goes
beyond their pocket, they want
to have a say and they want

the skills they need to make a,
difference. We could be on the
street recruiting people to come
to events (they could even be
fundraising events), trainings
and rallies.

Or even better we could be
organising in workplaces,
schools, universities, churches
and community centres. We need
to be seeking change in people’s
values and practices, not their
credit card donation directions.

The majority of front-liners

I have met are DPassionate,
idealistic and talented young
people. In decades past such
young people were the activists
leading administrative agitation,

organising in unions, running
trainings, presenting in high
schools. But all too often front-
liners are being taught that
front-lining is the best thing they
can do to campaign and you can
even get paid for it.... bonus!

If you are an idealistic young
person that needs a job and
is currently working as or
considering working as a,
front- liner please consider
the follow questions:

About your organisation:

* What does the money you
raise contribute to?

* Is your organisation building
a movement?

* Is your organization
training people to take
action themselveg?

* Do you want a job
fundraising or do you
want to be an activist?

Yours sincerely,
a concerned activist,

Ahri
ahriblu@hotmail.com

Ahri Tallon is an organiser
for the Australian Youth
Climate Coalition

T ———

—*
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south coast
e P

- d "t
S I z e moaetstne r

by lisa stone

- where

On the south coast of NSW thousands of hectares
of native forests are being clearfelled or patch clearfelled
every vear. Eighty five percent of our trees are tumed into
woodchips, elther at the chipmill or, of the 25% that goes
to the four saw mills; half of ‘that 50% goes to the chip-
mill. Mone of these trees are 'waste’. Native forests are be-
ing logged at an unsustainable rate, 'at 5-10 year rotations’.
Forests NSW, the state run logging company, say ‘regenera-
tion has not been successful in the Southern region’, and in
the Eden region FNSW 'the remaining multi-age forests re-
source is coming to an end in the next two to three years’

Based on the
State and Terri-
tory listings the
largest increas-
es in numbers
of  threatzned
species nation-
ally are oc-
curring on the
sauth coast
and have as
the reason for
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this increase 'habitat
loss due to intensive
timber harvesting'.

Every water
catchment bar
ane is t;_gi_l_'n:_g_ .
logged, Thisreduces &
water: flowy and - riv-
ers will cease to flow
in dry times. The:sf-
tation threatens the
£2M owster industry.
Further, scientific evi-
dence clearly shows thatlogging catchment increases risk of flood. From
the logging of an Aboriginal Place gn Mumbulla Mountain to the clear-
felled hillsides of Gnupa, native forest logging is causing great environ-
mental and cultural damage. Of note is that much of this logging is un-
lawful and many cperations are in breach of various pieces of legislation.

Climate change and pollution mitigation measures are
currently: great matters of public intepest, Given the evidence on
climate change, the adverse impacts of native forest logging's
greenhouse gas emissions, the effect on water-supply, the loss of
biological diversity, the loss of ecological integrity It is difficult to
argue logging has positive environmental outcomes, and certainly
does not fit the definition of zero emission renewable technologies.

FNSW are arguing that native forest is a renewable
resaurce. The definition of renewable technologies are that they do not
release greenhouse gases and use zera carbon resources. The indus-
trial patch clearfelling of the south east s the antithesis of renewable.

The Federal Climate Change Committees Report states
we have 8 years |left In which to affect change. ‘This frame-
work underscores the importance of eliminating harvesting
of native forests™as perhaps the most Important policy meas-
ure that can be taken to reduce emissions from land ecosystems.’

The majority of residents on the South Coast are hugely
concerned about climate change and deforgstation, The latest Galaxy
Pollsfindingswerethat Y B% of peaplewantamendtonative forestlogging.
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What does SEFR do?

&« We research, audit and survey State forests; The auditing in-
vaolves documenting breaches of the RFAs, IFOAs, TSLs and EPLs
{licence conditions) and other naf-licence conditions by Forests
NSW and legging-eantracto rs . Jhese reports are then sent to
OEH. P—

»  WWethave two motion activated cameras set up in contentious
compartments;

» e contribute toonewsletters, produce articles;

«  We make submissions o Government and lobby the sheet out of
thern;

« We have a website; facebook, myspace and there‘is the Nippon-
Paper website;

* ‘We run spring and summer campaigns, blockades and skilishares.

When- there is a l|ogging compartment with a
sericus breach we do breach report,  If there is no action from
the regulator we then blockade the compartment and run media,

It is difficult'to see how broadscale clearing of native forest
can egquate to improving envircnmental outcomes. Or how a logging
event can be defined as regeneration. Due to Fallure to enact principles
of ecological sutainability, including principles of inter-generational
equity FMSW will have difficulty in meeting any objectives. Further
due to current logging practices it is difficult to argue that maintaining
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environmental values at or abowve target levels can be achieved.
Given current knowledge on causes and effects of climate change it
wiould be difficult to. argue that continuance of logging could maintain
these levels given the amount of environmental harm caused. ‘Cer-
tainky with regard to climate change and extinction of species it would
be very difficult to argue that logging was ‘forthe common good’.

Political willis'erucial to improving forest law compliance
and ensuring that measures taken have positive outcomes for con-
servation that are long-lasting. As there has been no compliance and
continuous over-lagging, the only positive outtome for conservation
would be to end native ferest logging. The challenge now for public na-
tive forest conservation is to pressure political will to transfer all State
owned land to Mational Parks co-managed with traditional owners.

The anticipation is that, with increasing knowledge of the
link between climate change and forest degradation, landowners
and Government will cease logging of native forest. Until then spe-
cies that cannot speak or defend themselves are reliant on political

will and the care of developers, farmers, loggers and multinationals.

Lisa {5 . mother, psychologist, per-
farmer, law student and tireless cam-
paigner for the south coast forests.

South East Forest Rescue [(SEFR)
takes a frm stand on environmen-
tal pratection of native forests an the
couth coast of NSW, organising eve-
1 nything from  direct aclions, -activist
skillchares and media to lobbying, sub-
mission writing, legal cases and maore!

To find out more and gel involved, visit
http: frendsoutheastwoodchipping. word-
press.com or emall  sefm@fastmail. fm
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A FRENCH

ACTIVIST EXILED

IN AUSTRALIA

My name is Tifenn. I'm 20
years old, a student |In
political sciences, and 1 left
Brittany, France at the
beginning of September to
intern at The Wilderness
Society’s Sydney office for
seven months.

In France, I was involved
with different environmental

networks. As one of the
‘Young French Greens’
coordinators, [ helped

organize “quirky” actions, like
the time the group wore
swimsuits outdoors, in three
degrees weather, to raise
awareness  about  climate
change during the Cancun
Climate Summit.

]l arrived in Sydney on
September 8th, and the first

time | met my supervisor he
opened the office’s door
wearing a French maid

costume, Half an hour later, [

found myself on the
streets, in the same garb,
with The Wilderness Saciety
volunteers raising awareness
of deforestation In Victoria's
native forests and asking
Officeworks - a  large
stationary company that sells
Reflex brand paper made
from these forests - to “clean
up their act™

And [ realized that in every
part of the world, ecologists
should use humor to attract
attention,

In France, | was very
concerned about the coal
seam gas exploration licenses
granted by the government in
secret to big companies in
May 2010. Coal seam gas
extraction pumps toxic
chemicals deep into the Earth
to extract gas caught between
coal beds, with little
understanding as to the
environmental impact or risks
involved. One year later, the
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issue drew a lot of media
attention, protests were
organized, and, as a result of
this pressure, hydraulic
fracturing was finally banned
in July 2011, Not all coal
seam gas exploration s
banned, only those that used

this fracturing technique...
but, at least, it is a step
forward.

In Australia the situation is
different because the coal
seam gas industry is already
well established. Two weeks
after my arrival, I was part of
a rally against the coal seam
gas industry marching
through Newtown alengside
The Wilderness Scciety. [
found this citizen mobilization
really exciting, and wanting to
do more, 1 became Involved
with The Wilderness Society
campalagn work in this area.
We denounce the fact that
coal seam gas mining includes
a number of ill-considered
environmental consequences

such as land clearing, gas
leaks, water contamination,
and greenhouse gas
emissions. One of our

campaign activities was to go

to the CSG threatened Pllliga
State forest, in northwestern
NSW, and see the CSG "test”
wells in place there. Eastern
Star Gas and Santos plan to
dig 1,100 gas wells in this
wild place - NSW's largest
gas field. We assisted a group
of scientists In conducting
biodiversity  surveys, the
results of which show that at
least 20 endangered species
that live in the Pilliga Forest
will become extinct if the
state’s plans go ahead.

And I realized that in every
part of the world, It's @ hard
fight to protect natural
systems Iin the face of
destructive industry action.

In France, my friends and 1
worked with the
environmental association of
our university, calculating the
uni’s carbon footprint and
promoting local products for
students for instance.

In Australia, I met with a
student environment group in
Sydney to talk about The
Wilderness Society's
campaigns and get their
support for TWS actions. |
was positively surprised by

53 & GERMINATE Summer 2012



Your nathon-wide
organization - Garminate,
such a beautiful project!

And 1 realized that we can
certainly unite our
convictions, our wvalues and
our strengths in support of
envirenmental struggles
across Australia, Perhaps we
could BV lsunch an
intermational  netwaork  with
activists in universities all
around the world..,
Environmental activists From
South Australia’s universities,
from The Wilderness Society,
from French collectives, from
Bangkolk, Mantreal,
lohannesburg, Buenos Aires
of  even Moscow  are  all
struggling for the same
cause: caring for the Earth For
a better future.

oI realized that in every
part of the world, it’s @ hard
fight 10 protect  naturel
systems  in the face of
destrinctive industry action.

Bebyw: Ardeche a French
ragion which was threatened by
coal seam gas inguskry
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DRAWINGS BY BILLY-T

WE MAKE OUR
Home S IV ILL
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GREEN

ECONOMY’

ONE PERCENT

THIS ARTICLE IS an attempt to look at points of
convergence between the occupy movement and
environment movements in Australia and Internationally.
While the movements share members, theories of
organising, and common oppressors, other elements of
discourse are still attempting to reconcile, and there is
much they can learn from each other.

Mark Stemen, professor of Envionmental Issues at
Chico State University USA, has gained media coverage in
the US for his critique on the Occupy movement. “In the
context of the biotic community, we [humans] are the 1
percent.” He says. “The true 99 percent—the rest of life on
Earth—is struggling because of humans”. .-

“The caution on all of this (Occupy movement), is that
this is going to focus just on humanity. It’s a real concern
that we’re all starting to think that we can actually solve
this problem without worrying about the planet.”

However, non-hierarchical organisational structures
within Occupy mean that demands and debate within
the movement are in a constant state of evolution. In
recent months Environmentalists in the US have found -
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NEW YEAR’S EVE 2011: OCCUPY SYDNEY BANNER DROP

a welcoming stage for ‘Occupy Earth’,
their take on the Occupy concept.

In Sydney, the Occupy encampment

at Martin Place has played host to

a fortnightly “free school” at which
workshops and skillshares on
community-owned and DIY renewable
energy have been run. And to some
extent Occupy Wall Street and the
countless other Occupy protests are
experiments in setting up off-the-grid
encampments with limited finances,
though it must be said they have access
to 21st-century technology, running
water and public toilets.

The interconnections between
social justice and sustainability run
throughout the occupy discourse.
During an Occupy Sydney community
renewal energy workshop, Ness argued
that Australia’s current energy system

“is highly centralized and highly
dependent on fossil fuels like coal
which means that there is very powerful
players that have control over our
energy but also over our governments
that make decisions around those
centralized systems, which is why
community energy is interesting and
full of potential.” Increasing corporate
control across a broad range of
industries, corporate centralisation,
growth fetish and a culture of ‘profit
above people and planet’ are succinctly
and powerfully critiqued by many in
the movement.

Having unmasked the fallacy of
limitless growth, many within the
environment movement promote the
idea of a ‘green economy’, a concept
by which an economy is considered a
component of the ecosystem in which it
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OCCUPY SYDNEY PROTESTERS, MARTIN PLACE

resides, typically refering to economic
activities that are low carbon,
resource efficient and socially
inclusive. Apparently responding

to our demands, some of the world’s
biggest corporations are probing at
our soft ideological underbellies by
investing in the ‘green economy’.

Yet, as with many positive, social and
environmental based concepts, the
green economy is easily adopted for the

benefit of those making decisions in our
name. In challenging the greenwash, we

can learn much from Occupy.

The ETC Group’s* new report “Who
Will Control the Green Economy?”
released in December during the UN
Rio+20 preparatory meetings in New
York, warns that the ‘green economy’
like other sectors, is controlled by
an elite minority and monopoly

is increasing. Today the top 10
multinational seed companies control
73% of the world’s commercial seed
market, up from 37% in 1995 (p. 22).
The worlds 10 biggest pesticide firms
now control a whopping 90% of the
global 44 billion dollar pesticide market
(p.25). 10 forestry companies control
40% of the forestry market (p.31), 10
mining companies control a third of
the mining market (p. 29), the top ten
energy companies control a quarter of
the energy market (p.10) and the list
goes on.

New corporate convergences are
manifesting across diverse industry
sectors as large players position
themselves to dominate the Green
Economy. DuPont, already the world’s
second largest seed company and sixth
largest company in both pesticides
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and chemicals, is now a powerhouse in
plant-based materials, energy and food
ingredients while partnering with the
world’s third largest energy company
is not unique. Other major players
in seeds, pesticides, chemicals and
food — including Monsanto, Syngenta,
Dow, BASF and Unilever — are also
making strategic investments in
risky technologies and forming R&D
collaborations in hopes of turning plant
biomass into all kinds of high value
products — and profit.

Alberto Gomez of La Via Campesina,

laments that “Corporate control over our :

food system threatens peasant farmers
around the world. We already produce

70% of the world’s food, but our ability to

do so in an agro-ecological way is being
undermined by...corporate control.”
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While the ‘Green Economy’ may
evoke iconic images of solar panels
and wind turbines, this is not actually
where corporate activity is focusing.

While non-hydro and non-nuclear

‘renewable’ energy is only a thin sliver
(1.8%) of global energy consumption -
almost all of this consists of harvesting
and burning biomass for energy and
fuels and now chemicals. The ETC
report shows how the major corporate
realignments in the new ‘Green
Economy’ are happening around plant

biomass (p.8-12, 18-21).

ETC argues that while seductive,
corporate convergences and new green
techno-fixes are dangerous because they
will spur even greater concentration of
corporate power and unleash privately
owned technologies into communities
that have not been consulted about —
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OCCUPY SYDNEY PLACARDS READY FOR ACTION -

or prepared for — their impacts. They
argue that if the “Green Economy” is

imposed without full intergovernmental

debate and extensive involvement from
peoples’ organizations and civil society,
the Earth Summit to take place in

Rio de Janeiro 20-22 June 2012 risks
becoming the biggest Earth Grab in
more than 500 years.

The ideology of the Occupy movement

suggests an alternative to the tacit
acceptance of corporate greenwash. As
one of the activists involved in a New
Years Eve Occupy action in Sydney
stated, “the tactic of reclaiming spaces
for community benefit represents an
opportunity for all of us to directly
engage in building the kind of world we
want to live in.” While some greenies
stand back and applaud as corporations
pretend to be tackling environmental

issues for us, Occupy seems to have

had the veil lifted from its eyes. The

key is to reclaim - Occupy shows that

we don’t need to retreat to intentional
communities and off-grid hermitudes

in order to re-establish control over our
lives. Mark believes “Occupying is about
taking control of our own spaces and our
own lives. It is the antidote to despair.”

by Else Kennedy

Else Kennedy is a member of this editions
Germinate editing collective. She has been
involved in Occupy Sydney sporadically
since it set up camp in October-.

*ETC Group is an international civil
society organisation based in Canada.

It is “dedicated to the conservation and
sustainable advancement of cultural and
ecological diversity and human rights”.
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3 My Ndn was one hell'uva a baker. School fetes, country fairs...

: 1 if there was d blue ribbon to be won she'd always come up trumps/

. Her recipe for date and ginger slice was my brothers’ favourite.
Nan'd bake him a trdy for school hol’s which he’d take to his room
and devour in one sittins...glutton/ Vesans may want to use an egg

substitute and margarine to replace the butter, and gluten/Fructose

intolerant people use gluten free Flour and add a little extra butter.
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My Nan was never one to waste food... !L9ue53 she was dn
old skool #reegan. Nice one/ Another £av recipe of hers was bubble

flﬁ.{.‘”

and squeak. Good in times of war, economic depression, being a
+ student.. Traditionally it's made for lunch from whatever you have

leftover from the night before. One mdin component is wadshed
potato, which is the Slue that holds all the other vegetables together.
Simple, tdsty dnd g0od for a hangover - Nan enjoyed d tipple/

s

Prep Time: s minutes
Cook Time: s minutes

4 Yosp butter or ol

1 Cup onfon. finely chopped

Leftover mashed potato

Any lefrover vegetables, finely chopped
Salt And freshly ground black pepper

In & 1Arge frying pan melt the butter (or heat the ol
3dd the chopped onion And fry gently for s mins or
untll soft

Turn the hedt up siightly @nd add the mashed potato
and vegetdbles Fry for 1o mins furning over two or
three times to ensure the potdto And vegetdbies are
thoroughly reheated

Press the pot@to mixture on to the base of the pan
with 8 spatuld aAnd 1edve to Cook for 1+ min Fiip over
And repeat

Ready to eat enjoy.
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Whole Lotta Frackin’ Going On - Songs about Coal Seam Gas

by Various artists

If All The Land Would Rise

by Ethan Miller and Kate Boverman

Whole Lotta Frackin’
Going On = Songs
about Coal Seam Gas

| ,me _fR«cm"@M,
‘Whole Lotta [ } % 2
Frackin’ Going ; Yz N
On’isa | s '3
compilation s ol ¢ l
Wls O
album featuring * e =N T 6|

14 songs, in a range of genres,
from musicians keen to alert
Australians about the dangers of
‘fracking’ - a process used in Coal
Seam Gas extractions.

Most submissions came from
artists in the Northern Rivers area
of New South Wales - next on the
mining companies’ exploration
agenda in Australia.

The CD is offered at cost as a
funds and awareness raiser to
environmental groups opposing
CSG mining.

wholelottafrackingoingon.com

Gasland lyrics from Whole Lotta Frackin’
Going On - Songs about Coal Seam Gas,
released 12 August 2011.

Gasland
by Rhett Brambleby

Heed the warning.

Taste of things to come.
Gasland is coming.

Coming soon to a place you love.

Behold the beautiful morning.
Stand up warriors green.
Battle lines keep forming.
Come now it’s time to lead.

Cause we’ve no time to stall,
now the market marches free.
And now the giant’s in our town
Go and test the water now.

Fracture and blast her

Drill down, poison the well

In the guise of energy saviour

All stamped with the dollars we hail

Oh precious twinkling stream
0Id ocean deep and wide
Holy places near and far

Up for sale, sacred life

And with no sense to appeal to
Should we just take that deal
And will another warning fade
With all our cries and the money
that’s made.

64 © GERMINATE Summer 2012




If All The L

Would Rise

Ethan and Kate’s , Svhan iller + Kobt bavermnn
songs and music oF

are gorgeous,
heartfelt, gentle
and deeply
powerful, with & FFatine g woii oo
the album moving from the

riotous to the reflective. They are
not just feel-good folk songs; they
are educational, inspiring and send
a rhythm through your feet that
makes you want to dance on the
fallen fences and meeting rooms of
those making decisions in our name.

Ethan and Kate say “We see our
music as ... a spark thrown into

the fuel of our collective yearnings
for more just, joyful and dignified
worlds. Inspired by a long tradition
of political singing and songwriting,
our songs speak from an ongoing
commitment to struggles for social,
ecological and economic justice.”

Ethan and Kate aren’t just singing
their politics - all materials were
either made from 100% recycled
material or printed from vegetable
ink (except the CD, of course) and
the songs are not copyrighted, so
we can sing ‘em without paying
royalties. You can also download
them for free at riotfolk.org, a
collective of which Ethan and Kate
are members. Riot Folk describe
themselves as “a mutual aid
collective of radical folk musicians,

participating in and supporting
movements for social, economic and
ecological liberation.” Payments

for a cd are made on a sliding scale
- they ask for between five and 20
dollars and leave it up to you.

Cleaxrcut

I feel like I'm clearcut

I feel like my rivers have run dry
And I'm raw beneath the open sky
And the rain, when it comes

Will carry me away in a landslide

White Lies

Shame hangs its head and guilt
tries to run

But complicity demands we
undo what’s been done

Name our history, find the
courage to rise

Shout it out loud, with bold
angry cries -

No more white lies!

{ a8
Ethan and Kate

Clearcut and White Lies lyrics from
If All The Land Would rise, released in 2005.
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29, 201

Oliie Butterfield passed away in a tragic car accident Dec.
aged | 26, He was the partner of (sabellz Brown and a father | aure

to Ba

and Tim, best inend of Gearand, stepson of Sandra and Nich

He wss rhc of David and Helen, brother of Georgira

35 anag

stepbrother of Sam. Vickie, Ben and Tom

Olbe was 3 politically charged MC from Melboume, perform ‘-:3 on
stade wath Combat Wombat (Elephant Tracks), Ef Tranzpo MC

sper :L'qwl‘:.,'-. You and your Musec, The bguig Funk Orchestra & The

2 Savena), His D.-'.‘_Jn! P *Nawgate

Street Poetics crew (Mantra, Mist

the Crosswing” was released in July 201 1 and 13 avalable at olliemc.
bandcamg .com

Maost recently, Olie made the news by cha ng himse f Lo Woodsge

machinery at James Price Point WA, the site of Woodside's planned
qas hub, ABC News reported: “A disabled np 'w_‘pp artust from the
g protest against the

castem states s the latest to join the cngo
r-:-rwt:r-:rlr--, gas b, chamna hirr f».’;f-; Lo a4 Woodside vehicle near the

mte.

Love and resgect to you Ollie.

In Cur Hearts
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Hating. Is the new paradigm they're creating

come and

the wonrd wert Insane
Ve bare bross
W are I
t s breaking my heart 1O see s e C
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Unfinished Business

While we may have unfinished business to deal with here, there

is still even more to be done all over the world. Our people have
traveled the globe for many years now, and have brought to many
people an understanding of a time now passed. It is up to us, as
keepers of the dreamtime and the gacred rainbow spirit, to bring
nature back to the people of this Earth. Corporations around the
world are eroding what is 1eft of our precious wild world, and
turning it into a free market for them to pillage at will. Many
multinational companies are based here in Australia, and it is these
corporations which we can tackle head on, to show the world it can
be done. These companies have taken our land, killed our people
and polluted our environment.

Tt is time to fight back, to take back what is ours, and let them kKnow
they can not have our lives for rent any more. If we do not act now,
we will never have another chance, and what we love will be lost
forever. Our people have seen s0 much terror, blood, sweat and tears.
Our dignity has been taken for so long, that it is testament to our
power that some remains, and that we are all here today. For every
child that has been taken from their home and forced to live a lie,

for every mother that has cried for her child in the night, for every
father who was worked to death, we will seek justice.

Justice can bring our joy back, and justice alone will set us free
from persecution. Too many people today do not understand

why we seek an apology, why we seek a treaty, why we seek our
sovereignty. These ‘New Australians’, who have been arriving
here since Captain James Cook first invaded in 1770, now believe
that we have taken land from them, that we have attacked them,
that we have threatened their way of life. They do not see our
history, they do not see our future, and not one of them cares for
our present.

Diane Mospan
National Elders Council
December 2011

f ‘—'
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